inday. . 


'' A Pfil 4 


yrjYi- 

^hrjj 


King, Crown Prince offer 
# condolences to Sharjah governor 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Abdullah and 
HRH Crown Prince Hamzah on Sunday sent two 
cables of condolences to the governor of Sharjah, 
Sheikh Sultan Qasemi, on the passing away of his son, 
Mohammad Sultan Qasemi. 
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Israeli soldier kills comrade, 
commits suicide 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli army soldier 'shot a 
fellow soldier and then committed suicide after a dis- 
pute at an army post on the Israeli-Lebanese border, 
Israeli radio said. An army statement confirmed the 
deaths but refrained from giving details about the inci- 
dent. “Two army soldiers, Sergeant Ronen Kimchi, 
20, and Private Alexander Reznikov. 19, were killed 
and an officer was lightly wounded in the north of 
Israel." the statement said. “From the initial investiga- 
tion it appears that a dispute arose between the two 
soldiers ... and one soldier fired from his weapon. 
Both soldiers died from their wounds," it added. 
Reznikov was a driver and Kimchi was a nurse. Radio 
Israel said they had argued over guard duty. 
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King, Arafat discuss issue 
of Palestinian statehood 

£ PNA president may postpone declaration until December’ 


By Saad G. Hattar 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Abdullah held talks on 
Sunday with Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat on the 
prospective declaration of a 
Palestinian state, a month 
before the scheduled dateline. 

Meanwhile. authoritative 
sources told the Jordan Times 
that Arafat, under international 
pressure, may consider shifting 
the scheduled timing to 
"December 1999.” 

“The Palestinian policy-mak- 
ing circles wfll convene on the 
eve of May 4, to discuss and 
announce die new dateline" in 
December, said the sources on 
condition of anonymity. 

King Abdullah and Arafat 
held a closed-door meeting fol- 
lowed by broader talks with 
high-ranking officials from 
both sides, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. - . 

In a joint communique fol- 
lowing the talks, both parties 
“reiterated their commitment to 
peace as a strategic goal in the 
Middle East” 

They also hailed U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s “intensive 
efforts" aimed ai steering the 
stalled process back on track. 

Jordan and the PNA called 
for “resuming peace negotia- 
tions on all tracks from the 


point they stopped at” between 
Israel and Arab sates. 

The PNA-IsraeJ negotiations 
have hit an impasse while the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks 
have been on bold since Febru- 
ary 1996. 

King Abdullah and Arafat 
called on Israel to honour peace 
accords with the Palestinian 
National Authority and 
demanded “an immediate halt 
id settlement activities, land 
grabs and the imposition of a 
de facto status with regard to 
Jerusalem." 

Israel has been engaged in a 
"unflateraT drive to Judaise 
Arab east Jerusalem, part of 
Jordan along with the West 
Bank between 1950 and 1967. 

The Jewish state claims 
“united" Jerusalem as its “eter- 
nal” capital while the PNA 
wants to proclaim the Holy 
City as the capital of the future 
Palestinian state. 

Arafat has repeatedly vowed 
to declare independence when 
the self-rule accords with Israel 
expire next month, despite 
opposition from Israel and the 
reservations of the U.S and 
some European nations. 

Arafat has been on a whirl- 
wind tour of Arab and Euro- 
pean capitals, drumming up 
support fra* a Palestinian state- 
hood ahead of the May 4 expi- 


ration of the interim Oslo peace 
accords with Israel. 

He is due to leave on Mon- 
day on the Asian leg of his 
world tour, which will take him 
to Ibrkey, Russia, Japan and 
China. 

During bis talks in Amman, 
Arafat briefed King Ab dullah 
on “Palestinian ideas to move 
forward the negotiations with 
Israel” Information Minister 
Nasser Lawzi said. 

Lawzi added that the Pales- 
tinian leader “updated the King 
on the outcome of his latest 
talks in Cairo and Washington 
on Palestinian statehood." 

King Abdullah reiterated Jor- 
dan’s backing to “Our Palestin- 
ian brethren” in their quest for 
an independent Palestinian 
state. 

Prime Minis ter Abdur-Ra'uf 
S. Rawabdeh stressed on Satur- 
day that Amman “believes that 
some form of unity will 
emerge between the Jordanian 
and Palestinian peoples when 
the latter establish an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state on their 
national soil with Jerusalem as 
its capital” 

An official who attended the 
talks on Sunday said the Pales- 
tinians are contemplating set- 
ting a new dare, in December, 
for their declaration of state- 
hood. 


The official noted that there 
will be a new round of Pales- 
tinian-U.S. talks in London 
before May 4, as an extension 
to the Arafat-Clinton summit 
on March 23 at the White 
House. 

On Friday, tte Palestinians 
gave the first hint that they 
might bow to international 
pressure and delay the declara- 
tion. 

’The various Palestinian par- 
ties will convene before the end 
of April to decide whether to 
declare a Palestinian stare [on 
May 4] or postpone the decla- 
ration for a limited time,” 
Palestinian Inte rnati onal Coop- 
eration Minister Nabil Shaath 
told reporters in Cairo. 

But Shaath, who attended 
Arafat’s talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
warned that the delay would 
not last until the end of the year. 

He stressed that Arafat has 
said previously that “a Palestin- 
ian stare would be established 
before the end of the century." 

Before ending his second 
visit to Jordan within one 
month, Arafat laid a wreath of 
flowers on the grave of King 
Hussein. 

Alongside King Abdullah, 
Arafat read verses of the Holy 
Kenan for the soul of die late 
King. 
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His Majesty King Abdullah meets on Sunday with Saudi King Fabd at the beginning of his three-day visit to Saudi 
Arabia (AFP pboto) 

King begins visit to Saudi Arabia 


Israel moves to close ‘PNA offices’ in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli police took 
preliminary steps on Sunday to 
dose three Arab east Jerusalem 
offices allegedly linked to the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA). police said. 

Police delivered warnings to 
the local bureau of (he official 
Palestinian news agency. 
WAFA, the office of Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat’s advi- 
sor for Christian affaire, Ibrahim 
Qandalaft, and a centre run by a 


prisoners’ support group. 

“We are giving the offices 
notice of the upcoming do- 
sure” Jerusalem police 
spokesman Shmuel Ben-Ruby 
told AFP. 

He said the orders give the 
offices 12 hours to express in 
writing their reservations to a 
closure. 

Palestinian lawyers are 
preparing to appeal human 
rights lawyers said. 

Israeli police acted on instruc- 


tion from Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu who 
launched a new crackdown on 
Palestinian activities in occi> 
pied Jerusalem last Monday, 
ordering the closure of the three 
offices and barring two Palestin- 
ian officials from the city. 

Israeli law prohibits any offi- 
cial Palestinian activity in Israel 
including occupied east 
Jerusalem. The illegal annexa- 
tion of east Jerusalem is not 
recognised, neither by the 


Pales tinians nor by the 
international community. 

The order delivered to the 
offices reads: “It has been 
brought to the attention of the 
Minister of Internal Security 
Avigdor Kahalani that your 
office-, is an official representa- 
tion of the PNA and that it oper- 
ates in Israel without the 
required permit" 

The PNA says it does not 
have any office or representa- 
tion in east Jerusalem. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Sunday began a visit to Saudi 
Arabia, where he will hold 
talks with King Fahd, senior 
Saudi officials and royal fami- 
ly members: 

Upon his arrival. King 
Abdullah, accompanied by a 
delegation, was welcomed by 
King Fahd and Saudi royal 
family members, including 
Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz. 

King Abdullah, who is 
expected to perform the lesser 
pilgrimage (Umra) in Mecca 
after the talks with the Saudi 
leaders, is accompanied by 
Prime Minister Abdur-Ra’uf 
S. Rawabdeh, Royal Court 
Chief Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince ,Ali Ben Hussein and 
Prince Talal Ben Mohammad, 
as well as the Senate president 
and House speaker, Foreign 
Minister Abdul Hah Khatib. 


General Intelligence Depart- 
ment Director Samih Battikhi, 
and other officials. 

The King and the Saudi 
monarch are expected to dis- 
cuss bilateral relations, pan- 
Arab issues and questions of 
common concern to Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia. 

King Abdullah, who is pay- 
ing the three-day visit to Saudi 
Arabia at the invitation of 
King Fahd, is also expected to 
thank Saudi leaders for the 
political and economic sup- 
port they have offered to Jor- 
dan, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Pena. 

King Abdullah told the Okaz 
Arabic daily that Jordaman- 
Saudi relations are strong and 
deep-rooted, saying that the 
objective of his visit to Saudi 
Arabia is to further enhance 
cooperation and coordination 
between the two countries and 
to express gratitude to Saudi 
leaders for their stand by Jor- 


dan at critical moments. 

“1 am here to express our 
gratitude for the Arab stand 
with Jordan at these delicate 
moments, particularly tty King 
Fahd-,’' said the King. 

King Abdullah pointed to 
the positive role played by the 
Saudi kingdom in achieving 
peace and security as well sta- 
bility in the region, noting that 
the Saudi government pursues 
policies under the leadership 
of King Fahd to defend Arab 
and Muslim causes. 

King Abdullah also met 
with Prince Sultan Ben Abdul 
Aziz, second deputy prime 
minister and minister of 
defence. 

King Abdullah and Prince 
Suhan discussed bilateral ties. 

In remarks to Petra about the 
King’s visit. Foreign Minister 
Khatib said Jordan deeply 
appreciates the stand of the 
Saudi monarch and leadership 
for their support for Jordan, 


describing King Abdullah's ■ 
first official visit to Saudi Ara- 
bia as extremely important 

Khatib said the Jordanian 
people will never foiget Saudi 
Arabia's stand by Jordan dur- 
ing difficult circumstances fac- 
ing the Kingdom. 

Jordan’s Ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia Hani Khalifa 
said King Abdullah’s visit 
assumes a special importance 
and reflects Saudi Arabia's 
desire to maintain and 
strengthen the brotherly ties 
binding the two countries. 

He said economic issues are 
among the main topics on the 
two leaders' agenda. 

HRH Prince Faisal Ben 
Hussein was sworn in as 
Regent during the King's 
absence. A Royal Decree was 
issued on Sunday appointing 
Deputy Prime Minister Mar- 
wan Hmoud as acting prime 
minister during Rawabdeh’s 
absence abroad. 



NATO hits Belgrade targets, pledges to step up strikes 


Agencies 

NATO WARPLANES and 
missiles attacked an array 
headquarters, oil refineries and 
other targets in and around Bel- 
grade on Sunday, while Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic's 
forces beaded for Kosovo, 
where Albanian guerrillas are 
preparing a last stand in tire 
province's western mountains. 

Some of the refugees over- 
whelming neighbouring 
regions were flown to Euro- 
pean countries as relief agen- 
cies and Western nations strug- 
gled to help the more than 
300,000 people forced out of 
Kosova 

With mounting reports of 


mass killings and other atroci- 
ties in a campaign by Sab 
forces to rid Kosovo of ethnic 
Albanians, NATO officials 
again blamed poor weather for 
limiting the effectiveness of the 
air attacks. 

But clearing skies over Bel- 
grade and other parts of north- 
ern Serbia allowed attacks on 
the Yugoslav first army head- 
quarters in the capital, along 
with petroleum tanks, an 
ammunition plant and high- 
way bridges elsewhere. Air 
Commodore David Wilby said 
at NATO headquarters in Brus- 
sels. 

Wflby also said the Yugoslav 
military was shifting forces in 
Kosovo to the southwest. 


where the rebel Kosovo Liber- 
ation Army was regrouping for 
what appeared to be a last 
stand. 

“This is the last area where 
the rebels will be able to mount 
a serious resistance.” Wflby 
said of the mountainous region 
near the Albanian border. 

Yugoslav media said at least 
three people, including an 
elderly woman, were killed 
and 21 injured in attacks Satur- 
day night and Sunday. 

The Tanjug state news 
agency said NATO attacks 
Sunday afternoon hit unspeci- 
fied targets near Klim, 45 kilo- 
metres west of Pristina, the 
provincial capital. 

It also reported NATO mis- 


siles hit an oil refinery' at 
Pancevo, northeast of Bel- 
grade. killing two workers and 
injuring four, while a 73-year- 
old woman died an d seven 
people were injured in an 
attack on Cacak, a southern 
industrial town 85 kilometres 
south of the capital 

Three people were injured 
when a fuel depot near the 
town of Kraljevo, some 120 
kilometres south of Belgrade, 
was also hit, news reports said. 

In the capital's New Bel- 
grade area, across the Sava 
River from downtown, civil 
defence officials said a thermal 
heating plant was hit, along 
with the police academy in the 
Banjica suburb. Flames lit the 


clear, moonlit night with a 
huge orange glow. 

Those attacks came a few 
hours after NATO air strikes 
Saturday night destroyed the 
Freedom Bridge across the 
Danube River at Novi Sad. 
Serbia’s second largest city, 
where another bridge was 
wrecked last week. Both were 
major arteries between the cap- 
ital of Belgrade and 
Yugoslavia’s northern agricul- 
tural and industrial region. 

On Sunday, boats transport- 
ed people across the Danube in 
Novi Sad. which now only has 
one bridge left over the river, 
south of the downtown. 

(Continued on page 2) 


EU readies itself to shelter Kosovo refugees 
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The Sloboda (Freedom! Bridge connecting Novi Sad and Sremska Kamenica lies in 
ruins on Sunday after it was hit late Saturday during NATO air strikes over 
^Yugoslavia (AFP photo) 


BONN (R) — European Union (EU) 
countries are considering offering sanctu- 
aiy to over 100,000 refugees driven out of 
Kosovo by Yugoslav forces, the German 
government said on Sunday. 

Germany, which currently holds the 
EU presidency, made the announcement 
as hundreds of thousands of ethnic Alba- 
nians from Kosovo streamed into neigh- 
bouring countries. 

Foreign ministry spokesman Martin 
Erdmann said EU countries could take 
more than 100,000 of some 350,000 
refugees who have fled to Albania and 
Macedonia since NATO started bombing 
Yugoslavia on March 24. 

Western countries hove expressed hor- 
ror at the scale ofYugoslav Preadenr Slo- 
bodan Milosevic's expulsion of the 
Albanian population erf Kosovo and have 
accused him of using the wave of 
refugees as a way of destabilising tire 
Balkans. 

Refugees are currently stranded in bor- 
der areas around Kosovo in what the UK 


High Contmissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) has described as “desperate” 
conditions. 

EU interior ministers are due to meet on 
Wxlnesday to coordinate a plan to pro- 
vide sanctuary to tbe refugees. 

“The European Uniat is considering 
taking refugees in the six-figures,' ’ Erd- 
mann said, but he could not say when the 
transport of refugees would begin. 

Earlier, NATO spokesman Jamie Shea 
gave a breakdown of how the refugees 
would be distributed between Western 
countries. Shea said Germany had agreed 
to take 40,000 refugees, Greece 5,000, 
Norway 6,000, Turkey 20,000, Canada 
5 jOOO and the United States 20,000. 

Some 80,000 refugees were driven cut 
erf the southern Serb province on Satur- 
day alone, NATO said. 

French President Jacques Chirac and 
German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder 
agreed in a phone call on Sunday to work 
for the safe return of refugees who have 
fled Kosovo, a spokesman for the French 


president’s office said. 

Chirac also expressed support ‘Tor Ger- 
many's initiatives for a mobilisation and 
coordination of efforts" to help the 
refugees aid countries taking them in, the 
spokesman said. 

/ The two leaders “reaffirmed die objec- 
: five for the return of the refugees, under 
good conditions, to their homes to thwart 
the strategy” of Milosevic. 

Schroeder stressed on Saturday that 
Germany would shelter refugees only as 
a temporary measure and that the rest of 
the ELI must bear a fair share of the bur- 
den. 

Germany admitted around 350,000 
reguees from earlier Yugoslav wars, espe- 
cially in Bosnia, more than the rest of the 
EU put together 

In Rome, a government source noted 
that Italy was the only country with a 
massive refugee operation under way in 
Albania, and that was the man focus of 
Italian efforts at the moment. 

Greece, concerned about a possible 


spillover of Kosovo refogees into its own 
territory, said it was prepared to accept a 
few thousand but insisted the effort to' 
shelter those displaced must be handled 
on a European or NATO level. 

“Greece is open to sheltering some 
refugees but it has to be done as pan of a 
coordinated plan.” a foreign ministry offi- 
cial said. 

UNHCR Chief Sadako Ogata said that 
Kosovo's neighbours no larger hod the 
means to cope with the inflow. “All 
nations must now help to save lives,” she 
said. 

A spokesman for Prime Minister Tony 
Blair said Britain was ready to provide 
temporary accommodation for some of 
the Kosovo refugees but the top priority 
for Britain and die world was to enable 
the refugees to return home and rebuild 
their lives in a secure environnrent. 

A Swedish foreign ministry official said 
Sweden was wining to take in refugees 
from Kosovo but must first discuss details 
with other ELI countries. 
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Arab League chief expects 
Lockerbie handover soon 


CAIRO (R) — Arab League 
Secretary General Esraai 
Abdul Meguid said on Sunday 
be expected Libya to hand 
over the two men accused of 
bringing down a Pan Am air- 
liner over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
killing 270 people, by Tuesday 
aspromised- 

Asked when the transfer 
would take place, he told 
Reuters in an interview that all 
the indications pointed to this 
happening “in the next few 
days, the next 24 or 48 hours.” 

Abdul Meguid said he had 
sent Assistant Secretary Gen- 
eral Ahmad Bin HxHi to Tripoli 
in response to a Libyan invita- 
tion to a seven-member 
League contact group, which 
has worked for . years to 
resolve the Lockerbie dispute, 
to witness the handover. 

HDli flew horn Cairo earlier 
on Sunday with Egypt's 
Administrative Development 
Minister Mohammad Zaki 
Abu Araer to the Tunisian 
island of Djerba, close to the 
Libyan border They must 
travel overland to Tripoli 


because of U.N. sanctions on 
Libya. 

The Arab League has long 
sought a solution to the dispute 
between Libya and the West 
over the 1988 Lockerbie 
bombing, promoting the com- 
promise now adopted where- 
by the two suspects will stand 
final under Scottish law in a 
neutral country. 

Abdul Meguid said Libya 
had shown flexibility in the 
search for a solution. “By 
handing over the two suspects 
to the jurisdiction of a Scottish 
court I think Libya has shown 
goodwill to put an end to this 
and lift the sanctions,” he said. 

After a decade of fruitless 
actions. Britain and the United 
States in August dropped their 
insistence on a trial in either of 
their countries and agreed to a 
neutral, third country. 

‘The Arab League has taken 
this position from many years 
but we had a response coming 
from the United Stales and the 
United Kingdom only last 
August.” Abdul Meguid said. 

He also paid tribute to the 


diplomatic efforts of Egypt. 
Saudi Arabia and South 
Mica. 

The Arab League chief said 
die Lockerbie row had caused 
much friction between fee 
Arab World and the WesL “We 
hope this will clear relations 
between the Arab Wodd, par- 
ticularly Libya, and die United 
States and the United King- 
dom,'’ he declared. 

In the Netherlands, where 
the trial will take place at the 
forma- U.S. military base of 
Camp Zeist, Scottish officials 
rn;*fe final preparations to take 
the two Libyans into custody. 

Libya pledged last month to 
turn over the pain Abdul Bas- 
set Ali Mohammad Megrahi 
and T ame n Khalifa Fhimah, 
by April 6. 

Once they are in the Nether- 
lands, U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan, whose office has 
handled indirect negotiations 
between Libya and the United 
States and Britain, is to write a 
letter to the Security Council 
that would automatically sus- 
pend sanctions imposed on 


Libya in 1992 and tightened in 
1993. The council can vote to 
lift them 90 days Janet 

‘Tins is a major break- 
through.” said an Arab diplo- 
mat of the anticipated 
denouncement of the Locker- 
bie affair. “We are shifting 
from the context of sanctions 
towards a solution and the sus- 
pension and eventual lifting of 
sanctions. 

“We are in a different, 
dynamic process. Of course 
we know it will take time and 
there will be pitfalls, but the 
page is turning from con- 
frontation to a legal process.’' 

He said it was vital to secure 
the f ormal lifting of sanctions 
90 days after the handover, 
aridmg that it was impossible 
to ‘lip the sanctions sword 
hanging over Libya” 

The diplomat, who asked 
not to be identified, said the 
Arabs now wanted a period of 
confidence-building between 
Libya and the West. “It’s 
important there be no negative 
statements, especially from the 
United States." he said. 


LAND DAY PROTEST: Masked Palestinians burn an Israeli flag during a demonstration in the Bsmkdty 
of Nablus on Sunday. The demonstration was held to commemorate Arab Land Day. held on March 30. in which 
Arab citizens of Israel protest against Israeli government's confiscation of Arab land (Reuters photo) 


NATO hits Belgrade 


Gulf Arab states mobilise to aid Kosovo refugees 


(Gxrtxomed from page 1) 

British military spokesman 
Doug Henderson told repeaters 
Sunday the NATO attacks 
were “cutting deep into tbs Ser- 
bian war machin e.” 

The United Stales will send 
24 Apache helicopters and 
2.000 supporting soldiers to 
Albania to join die campaign 
against Serbian fortes, a Penta- 
gon spokesman said on Sun- 
day. 

‘Tr's a logical expansion of 
the cunent air operation,” 
spokesman Ken Bacon said at 
a Pentagon news briefing; “It 
gives us greater precision, all- 
weather capability, day or 
night, to go after the types of 
weapons that the Yugoslav 
army., is using to not oily 
repress the Kosovar Albanian 
people but to drive diem from 
their villages and to shell and 
crush the villages.” 

Vladimir Jovanovic, the 
Yugoslav ambassador to the 
United Nations, maintained 
Belgrade's defiant stance 
toward die NATO campaign. 

“It only increases cur resolve 
in defending our country,” he 
said on the “Fox New Sunday” 
U.S. television programme. 

French Defence Minister 
Alain Richard said in an inter- 
view published on Sunday that 
there was no plan to intervene 
on the ground in Kosovo other 
than to implement a political 
accord. 

I talian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini sad in an inter- 
view published on Sunday that 
the West should consider a total 
blockade of Serbia if air strikes 
did not achieve their aims. 

“My reasoning stems from 
the recognition of the ineffec- 
tiveness of bombardments 


compared with the goals 
NATO has laid out,” Dim told 
Comae Della Sera. 

In his Easter address from the 
Vatican. Pope John Paul II 
called an Yugoslavia to open a 
“humanitarian corridor” for aid 
to Kosovo refugees but he also 
denounced the “ravaging fire 
of bombs” as part of a “diabol- 
ic spirit of revenge.” 

A Serb cabinet minister told 
U.S. television that the three 
US. soldiers captured by Serb 
forces last week w3J not be put 
on trial and would be freed 
when NATO bombing ends. 

NATO spkesnan Jamie 
Shea said the house of moder- 
ate Kosovo Albanian political 
leader Ibrahim Rugova in 
Pristina was occupied bv Serb 
security forces and that he had 
□o freedom of movement. 

“We are going to try very 
hard to share the burden” in 
dealing with the refugee prob- 
lem, U.S. Secretary of Stale 
Madeleine Albright said on foe 
US. television network NBCs 
“Meet The Press” p ro gramm e. | 
While some refugees may be 
airlifted out of the region, she 
said “it's important for them 
not to be too far away from 
Kosovo so they can return.” 

NATO also agreed to use the 
nearly 12,000 NATO troops 
now deployed in Macedonia in 
arty way to assist in the human- 
itarian effort Those troops 
originally were deployed to 
implement an elusive Kosovo 
peace agreement between eth- 
nic Albeaiians and the Yugoslav 
government: 

The troops were building 
temporary refugee centres 
capable of sheltering 20,000 
people and transporting food 
and water to border areas. 
NATO officials said Sunday. 


DUBAI (AFP) — The 
wealthy Gulf states are 
mobilising to help the 
Kosovo refugees, by send- 
ing tonnes of humanitarian 
aid and launching a series 
of campaigns to raise 
funds. 

A plane loaded with 38 
tonnes of humanitarian aid 
from the United Arab Emi- 
rates, left for Tirana on 
Sunday and two others are 
due to leave later in the 
week, the Red Crescent 
society said. 

“The plane is loaded with 


food, blankets and tents.” 
said Khalifa Nasser Sueidi, 
head of the society's coun- 
cil, adding that the aid had 
come from the government 
and private donations. 

The Red Crescent on 
Wednesday launched a 
campaign to collect funds 
and the initial response has 
been encouraging, Sueidi 
said, adding that one per- 
son had given half a mil- 
lion dirhams (SI 36.000). 

Saudi Arabia on Saturday 
night sent two planes to 
Tirana, loaded with 120 


tonnes of tents, blankets, 
carpets and food, newspa- 
pers reported. 

The Saudi-based League 
of the Islamic World on 
Wednesday also launched a 
campaign to collect funds 
for the refugees. 

Kuwait also planned to 
send relief aid as the cabi- 
net reiterated its support 
for refugees Sunday. 

“The cabinet took note of 
an emiri order to send 
urgent relief supply to 
Muslim Kosovars who arc 
presently exposed to 


killing and forced displace- 
ment ~at the hands of Serb 
forces." Kuwait's official 
KUNA news agency said. 

Qatar's charitable organi- 
sations have also launched 
campaigns to raise funds. 
A special committee set up 
in June last year to support 
Kosovo's Muslim popula- 
tion has been spearheading 
an awareness campaign in 
the local press. 

In a statement published 
Sunday by the official 
QNA new s agency. Qatar's 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 


Hamad Ben Jassem A! 
Thani said that while 
humanitarian aid was 
important, it was not 
enough. 

He called on “Arab states 
and Muslims to take a uni- 
fied and unequis ocal posi- 
tion not only to provide 
humanitarian aid but also 
to resolve this crisis 
urgently." 

He also expressed hope 
that a meeting of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference’s (OICi con- 
tact group on Kosovo, due 


to be held in Geneva on 
Wednesday, would "adopt 
a position which supports 
the Kosovars.” 

The OICs contact group 
includes Iran. Indonesia. 
Malaysia. Pakistan. Saudi 
Arabia. Turkey, Egypt and 
Senegal. 

The Gulf's newspapers 
have repeatedly con- 
demned the “ethnic cleans- 
ing" by Yugoslav forces 
inside Kosovo and have 
urged NATO to send in 
ground forces to halt the 
repression. 


Israeli Arabs discover Gaza 


1 By Nidal Al-Mughrabi . 

; Reuters 

i GAZA — The struggling Pales- 
i tinian economy in the Gaza Strip 
is receiving a welcome boost 
from an eager group of Israeli 
tourists — Arab dozens of the 
Jewish state. 

Some 2.000 Israeli Arabs flock 
to Gaza each month for day trips 
and shopping in its inexpensive 
markets or for longer stays in one 
of the 10 hotels in the self-ruled 
area. 

“We thought that Gaza was 
destroyed, a dty for ghosts,” said 
Mawaheb Shehada, a school 
teacher from the Galilee town of 
Nazareth, referring to the long 
years of Israeli occupation before 
the Palestinian National Authori- 
ty took over in 1994 under inter- 
im peace deals. 

Shehada said some Israeli Arab 
visitors felt more at home in 
Palestinian Gaza than in Israel, 


where the Arab minority makes 
up some 20 per cent of the popu- 
lation. 

“As Palestinians we felt that 
our rights were taken away from 
us. we felt we had lost our iden- 
tity.'* she said. 

Gazans said such visits by 
Israeli Arabs — whom they call 
“Palestinians of the 1948 land,” 
or pre-state Israel — brought 
Gaza's moribund tourism indus- 
try alive. 

“Despite borders and restric- 
tions we always felt they were 
our brothers,” said Ahmad Al 
Sabea, 47, a taxi driver who fer- 
ried a group of Israeli Arab visi- 
tors around Gaza City. 

Sabea said he earned 200 
shekels ($50) for the day, double 
his usual take. 

Israeli restrictions 

Palestinian officials praised the 
visits but complained of Israeli 


restrictions on Palestinians want- 
ing to leave Gaza, where Israel, 
citing security considerations, 
frequently closes the border. 

“Israel is still preventing visits 
by our people in the West Bank 
and Jerusalem,” said Nabii Sar- 
raj. director of the tourism min- 
istry in Gaza. 

He called on Israel to open a 
“safe passage” between Gaza 
and the West Bank in accordance 
with a U.S.-brokered land-for- 
security deal signed last October 
and suspended by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
two months later after he accused 
Palestinians of violating the 
agreement 

“That will improve the eco- 
nomic situation in Palestinian 
areas and limit the suffering of 
the people,” Sarraj said. 

Sarraj said his ministry provid- 
ed visitors who came to Gaza 
through registered offices with 
services that included tour 


guides. 

“So far. we have visited the air- 
port and the main police station." 
said Kheir Qaddah. an Israeli 
.Arab on a shopping trip with his 
family in Gaza's main market. 
“We also received a warm wel- 
come from the chief of police 
who briefed us on the situation. 
We still have to visit the parks 
and seaside.” 

Qaddah said it appeared as if 
“the whole city has been rebuilt 
— the buildings and all the 
streets look great.” 

Cheap prices 

Some of the visitors called 
Gaza a bargain. “Prices are 
cheaper than in our village, so 
we bought for ourselves and also 
for our relatives back home.” 
said 50-year-old Fatma Krenawi. 
from Rabat, a bedouin town in 
Israel's southern Negev desert. 

Shopowners said business 


picked up sharply during the 
Jewish Sabbath when the Israeli 
Arabs came to town. 

“Except for Saturdays you can 
say the market N dead ” said 
Falah Barghouth. 30. owner of a 
cosmetic store in Gaza's main 
shopping centre. 

Hotel owners have sharply 
reduced rates for the visitors 
from Israel, who usually arrive in 
groups of about 50. 

“Their visits strengthen the 
economy and support our busi- 
nesses.” said Salah Abu Hasira. 
who owns a restaurant on Gaza 
beach. 

Laila Saed. a teacher from the ( 
Israeli .Arab village of Ara. said • 
she emerged strengthened from 
her trip to Gaza. : 

"In Israel, everything around • 
us looks non-Arab* including the ; 
language. But here we felt we ; 
were home — we felt we were 
Palestinians," she said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 



AND CALENDAR 


j 19:00 —Le Journal 

1 19:15 .... — JExtra Large 

1 19i30 — -News headline 

' 19*33 .Les Inventions de la Vie 

20:00 Worldnet 

2030 .Serie - Encre Terre et Mer 

! 21:15 Filler & Encounter 

[ 22:00 . — .News in English 

2230 ......EX. 


I PRAYER TIMES 

i 

1 03*56 Fajr 

I 05:15 - —..(Sunrise) Duha 

! 1158 Dtauhr 

1 15:12 ‘Asr 

! 18:01 -Maghreb 

1 19i20 'Isha 


j CHURCHES 

1 St Mary iff Nazareth Church 
| Swrifieh, TeL 5920740 
< Assemblies of God Church TeL 
j 4632785 

• St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
| Terra Sancta Church TeL 4622366 
i Anglican Church TeL 
14624853/4624811. 

!Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
jChureh TeL 4771751. 

I Amman International Church 
, TeL 5865897 

I German -speaking Evangelical 
, Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
j in Amman TeL 5811295 
j Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 


Day Saints TeL 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TH 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
464613S 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 

4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depan- 
meru of Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to rise 
further with clouds appearing at 
different altitudes and winds 
southeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be warm, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

MhuMax. temp, 

Amman. .08/22 

Aqaba. 14/30 

Deserts. — .................... — 06/24 


Jordan Valley 12/28 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 19 Aqaba 28 Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent 
Aqaba 23 percent 


Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


Ajloon 

Jerash 

06/18 

— .09/25 

UmQays 

Madabss 

— OS/24 
-08/22 

Petra 

09/23 


Dead Sea 14/29 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dt WaEd Al Masri— 5675485 

Dt Yousef Rashid 4875792 

Dr. Jum’aAbn Dhiab— 4758848 
Dr.KhaHJbalL 4784450 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy ..4636730 

Mayadah Pharmacy -5537004 

RuknAJDawa Pharmacy -5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Lntfi Al Shalabi (02)241789 

Fou’ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 
ZARQA: 

De Waiid 

Halasefa. (05)982799 


Palestine Phar macy — (05)9 83562 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre- 4637 1 11 

Qvil Defence Depanmem .^56611 1 1 
Qvfl Defence Immediate Rescue 

-4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency- 199 

Rescue Police — 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police. 4896390 

Public Security Dept ,4630321 

Head Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints 5661176 

Vita & Sewerage Ccrapl^ 

Amman Municipality Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Abdafi TeL Repairs 3661101 

Jordan THevison -.4773111 

Radio Jordan .4774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 58 15615 

Electric Power 

Co. 4636381 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 

Queen Atia Inti. Airport ——44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 


cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, AbdH 5666 1 3 1/7 

Hussein Medical Cfentre— .5856856 

Inzmila 4630195 

Kbahdi Maternity 464428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. —..—4636140 

Palestine. Shraeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital -5667227/9 

AI-AhlLAbdali 5664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir 4775111/26 

Army. Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

Al Antal Cancer Centre „ ,-5353000 
Jerusalem Hospital 4387181 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt HospitaL ,(051983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital ..(05)900560 
Ibn Sina HospitaL — (05)98673 1 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(05)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831,(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital ..(02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)2014111 


FOR THE TRA VELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL (44)53200-5, 
where it should always be verified 
information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 44 (52700). 
Information on Royal Wings flights 
can be supplied on phone 
4875201-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


07:05 Sanaa tRIj 

08:15 _ Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

09:00 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

09:00 ............. Damascus (RJ; 

09:20 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi iRJi 

09J0 —...New Delhi r RJ> 

10:00 ...Jeddah (RJ) 

11:35 Beirut (RJ) 

15:00 — .-Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

16:35 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amesmfam (RJi 

16*50 — — Kuwait (RJ) 

17:00 - -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

18:00 — London (RJ) 

18:00 Jeddah (add) <RJ) 

21:00 .—..Bangkok. Doha (RJ) 

21:50 Cairo (RJ) 

25:15 .Tel Aviv (add) tRJ) 

23:59 --Jeddah (.add) (RJ) 

02:20 - Vienna (add) (RJ) 

02:30 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 


04:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

03:45 .-Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur iRJj 


Other Flights 

04:10 — London (BA) 

08:20 Alexandria (BA) 

09 JO Cairo tMSv 

lO'-OO Khartoum (SD i 

11:50 Sanaa (TV) 

12:45 Kiev ( 6LT i 

15:20 -Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 Doha(QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:25 .-..Dubai. Abu Dhabi fEK) 

17:50 - Istanbul i SD) 

10:40 Beirut (ME) 

20:05 Tel Aviv (LY i 

20:30 .Frankfort. Damascus (LH) 

Athens tO.A.i 

02:00 Milan rAZ) 

Royal Wings fRYV) 

08:50 .-Aqaba i arri vine at Q ALA) 

(RW) 

17:30 Gaza (arriving at OALAi 
(RW) B V 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) 

23^ Tel Aviv (arriving at QAI.A) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian ( RJ) Flights 

S ;• --Beirut iRJi 

{S:?? Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

it.'iui ■; Kuwait <Rj, 

m'.XS Jeddah (add) iRJ) 

Jeddah laddj (RJi 


12:00 Shannon. Chicago (RJi 

I* 00 Frankfurt. London (RJ) 

15:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ> 

16:30 .Amestnlam. New York (RJ) 

17:50 Amestrdam iaddi (RJI 

18:30 Cairo (RJ) jf 

!^ : 00 Vienna (add i (RT) 

19:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

20: ** 5 Bahrain. Doha (RJi 

20:45 Abu Dhabi. Tehran (RJ) 

21:00 -Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

23:59 Damascus (RJ) 

02:00 Jeddah tadd) (RJ) 

03:30 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

06:00 Jeddah i add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:45 Alexandria (BA) 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

07:25 .Paris (AF) 

09:05 — London (BA1 

10:30 - Cairo ('MSI 

U:05 Istanbul (SD) 

12:50 J’aris (Hi') 

14:00 Kiev |6U) | 

I4: I° -Bahrain (GF) 

35:35 - Doha(QR) 

15:50 - - Vienna (OS> 

16: ^° Dubai (EK) 

3 ^‘* 50 Khartoum (SD) 

” 0:0 ° - Beirut (ME) 

20:50 — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

02:45 -Athens (OA) 

03:00 — Milan (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08:30 Aqaba (from Marka Akpari) 
(RWj 

13:30 Gaea (from Marka Aitpofo 
(RWi 

20:30 .-Aqaba (from QAlA) (RW 
-LOO -Tel AmifromQALAHRW) 
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News in brief 


King receives cables 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Abdullah on 
Sunday received congratulatory cables on the occa- 
| sion of Eid A1 Adba (feast of sacrifice) from Sultan 
1 of Bronai Hassan Balqaih and Nigerian President 
1 General Abdul Salam Abu Baker. 

Jordan sends aid to Kosovo refugees 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Hashemite 
Charity, in conjunction with the Armed Forces and 
the Ministiy of Health, will send 20 tonnes of 
humanitarian assistance on Thursday to the 
refugees and displaced people of the Balkans con- 
flict. Charity Secretary General and Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam Abbadi said 
'•V the organisation has prepared a Royal Air Force 
cargo plane, which includes medicines, food, blan- 
kets and tents. Abbadi said the charity is still receiv- 
ing contributions to send another cargo plane next 
week. 

Child dies in fall 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Hosam Suleiman Tradat, six, 
died on Friday after he fell in a cesspool near Kufor 
Soum School. Irbid's Civil Defence is investigating 
the accident. 

PM condoles Sheikh Sultan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdur-Ra’uf 
S. Rawabdeh on Sunday sent a cable of condolence 
to Sheikh Sultan A1 Qasimi, governor of Shaijah, 
over the death of his son Mohammad. 

Lawzi receives Omani ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Information and 
Culture Nasser Lawzi on Sunday received Omani 
Ambassador to Jordan Hamad Ben Hilal Al Muarn- 
mari. They discussed bilateral relations, as well the 
scope of cooperation in the information and cultur- 
al fields. 

Biltaji urges winter tourism 

AQABA (Petra) — Minister of Tourism and Antiq- ! 
uities Aqel Biltaji on Sunday said that the private 
sector has been working on the development of 
touristic sites to attract tourists to the Kingdom. The 
minister, who was speaking at a reception for two 
Belgium tourist groups, called on concerned parties 
to develop “winter tourism" during Jordan's 
favourable winter climate. The minister also 
inspected Ghor Safi's archaeological site, where the 
ministry has finalized a study to set up a museum. 

$ UNICEF distributes books to children 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The United Nations Children’s 
Fund on Sunday distributed four collections of chil- 
dren stories to. child care sections in several hospi- 
tals, orphanages and charities around the Kingdom 
as part of the Early Childhood Development Pro- 
ject Director of the UNICEF’s education projects 
Maha Humasi said the UNICEF is expected to pub- 
lish another collection, written by a number of edu- 
cationalists specialised in the field of early child- 
hood. 

CDD reports 132 accidents 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Civil Defence Department 
said on Sunday that it dealt with 132 accidents dur- 
ing the last 24 hours, which resulted in 25 injuries 
around the Kingdom. The accidents included 113 
first aid cases. 1 7 fire extinguishing cases and 3 res- 
■£) cue cases. In Amman, the department said it put off 
fires in an Arab student's house, a shop, and a 
restaurant. The fires caused casualties but no deaths 
have been reported. 


What’s Going On 


FILMS 

• Swedish film “The Seventh Seal” at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation. Jabal Amman, on Tuesday April 6 
at 6:30 p.m. 

* • "The Peacemaker” at Books @Caf£. Jabal Amman on 

Tuesday April 6 ai 8:30 p.m. (Tel. 4650457/8). 

DOCUMENTARY ON POVERTY 

• "Poverty: The Human Dimension” — Radio Jordan’s 
documentary at 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. (The pro- 
gramme, broadcast every Monday at these times, 
attempts to shed light on the different dimensions of 
poverty in Jordan through a critical analysis of the vari- 
ous formal and informal agencies and prog ramme s that 
provide assistance to the poor). 

EXHIBITIONS 

• "Photos from Berlin” by Bassam Lahhoud at the Uni- 
^ versity of Jordan, Faculty of Humanities, until April 5. 

• Display of Iraq Al Amir collection at the Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre of the Noor Al Hussein Foun- 
dation. until April 29 (Tel. 5699141/2). (The exhibition 
includes handicraft, pottery, handwoven fabrics, cush- 
ions, handmade paper, and food). 

• “Amman... A Meeting Point” by Swedish artists Ann 
Edholm and Hakan Rhenberg at Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh. Also displaying works by contemporary Arab 
artists, until April 22. 

• Works on paper bv Russian artist Yuri Pestov entitled 
"Al Ferdouse, the Rose Garden” at the Jordanian Plastic 

^ Artists Association, Jabal Weibdeh, until April 12 (Tel. 
1 ’ 4623297). 


Court 
sentences 
pair in 

murder case 

By Rana Hnsseini 

AMMAN — The Crimi- 
nal Court on Monday sen- 
tenced a 35-year-old 
woman to seven-and-a- 
half years imprisonment 
after she was found guilty 
of killing her husband on 
November 16, 1997, in 
Sahab. 

Sabah Awad first 
received a 15-year prison 
term by the court tribunal 
for shooting and killing 
her 45-year-old husband 
Bassam Ali, but her sen- 
tence was reduced to half 
because the family of the 
victim dropped charges 
against her. 

Awad's younger brother, 
Mustafa. 26. was also 
convicted by the same 
coun of complicity in the 
murder and was handed a 
five-year prison sentence. 
His sentence was also 
reduced to half by the tri- 
bunal. 

* According to coun tran- 
scripts, the defendant 
began having problems 
with her husband in early 
July of 1997, “because the 
victim wanted to take a 
second wife and he was 
abusing her.” 

Problems between the 
couple escalated, and 
reached a peak on the day 
of the murder, the court 
said. 

"On the night of the 
incident, the couple had a 
quarrel, and Awad called 
her brother to come over 
and interfere," the court 
•said. • .... . 

When Mustafa arrived, 
the court said, the couple 
started arguing again. 
"Then Sabah got her hus- 
band’s gun, asked her 
brother to load it, and shot 
her husband three times. 
Two of three bullets 
struck AJi's stomach 
killing him instantly, it 
added. 

The verdicts, handed 
down by judges Moham- 
mad Ajarmeh, Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Issa Ham- 
dan, will automatically be 
reviewed by the Court of 
Cassation within 30 days. 


Jordanian 

appointed 

IATA 

regional 

director 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Raja 
Rifai has been appointed 
International Air Transport 
Association regional direc- 
tor-designate for infrastruc- 
ture for the Middle East 
region. 

He will replace Director 
Pam Soobarah upon his 
retirement next September. 
Rifai, an engineer, will be 
based in Amman and report 
directly to IATA headquar- 
ters in Montreal, Canada. 

He is the first Jordanian 
to be selected to the post of 
director at any of the 
international aviation 
organisations. 

Rifai is a former employ- 
ee of the Jordanian Civil 
Aviation Authority where 
he held several high-level 
.administrative and techni- 
cal posts. Rifai was 
involved in the regional 
aviation activities as chair- 
man of die Communica- 
tions and Metrology 
Regional Group then as 
chairman of the Middle 
East Air Navigation Plan- 
ning and Implementation 
Regional Group in 1998. 
He also served as chairman 
of the Middle East Air 
Navigation Conference that 
was held in Amman last 


Diplomatic institute hosts peace game 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
President of the Institute 
of • Diplomacy (ID) 
Kamel Abu Jaber on 
Sunday addressed the 
opening session of a sem- 
inar entitled “Peace 
Game,” calling for an 
international legislation 
allowing people from 
various nations to peace- 
fully coexist regardless of 
their ethnic origin. 

Abu Jaber, who 
deputised for HRH 
Prince Hassan, at the 
opening session dis- 
cussed the situation in 
Kosovo. He remarked 
that power has become 
the international criterion 
for settling differences 
and disputes. 

Also addressing the 
opening session of the 
seminar, organised by the 
ID in conjunction with 
the Jordan Armed Forces 
and UNESCO with sup- 
port from the British For- 
eign Office, was the 
deputy chief of staff of 
the Jordan Armed Forces 
for intelligence who dis- 
cussed the role of the 
United Nations in helping 
bring peace and security 
for the nations of the 
world. 

He said the different 
governments bad resorted 
to the U.N. in order to 



Deputising for HRH Prince Hassan, ID President Kamel Abu Jaber on Sunday addresses the opening session of a 
semiar end tiled ‘‘Peasce Games." 


find peaceful solutions 
for disputes among 
nations during the Cold 
War era. But he said that 
regrettably the U.N. role 
has not removed the dan- 
ger of instability and 
regional conflicts which 
still threaten world 
peace. He said civil wars 


continue and spill over 
into neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

Tom Forstenser, the 
executive director of the 
UNESCO general secre- 
tariat, discussed the “cul- 
ture of peace” and means 
of arriving at settlements 
that defuse disputes. 


He said comprehensive 
peace does not hinge 
only on political consid- 
erations as cultural, sci- 
entific and educational 
issues are basic compo- 
nents of peace. These 
components are the con- 
cern of UNESCO which 
concentrates its efforts 


towards achieving world 
peace and security. 

Abu Jaber later made 
remarks about Islam 
pointing out the peaceful 
existence among differ- 
ent religions in Jordan 
and touching on the 
question of “islamopho- 
bia.” 


ICRC releases book on war and water 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The 

International Committee of the Red 
Cross has launched a new. annual 
periodical intended to reflect and 
debate a given topic through a 
series of articles, written by jour- 
nalists, and the Red Cross’ outside 
and in-bouse specialists. 

This year’s issue of "Forum" is 
dedicated to the theme "War and 
Water," chosen for its extreme 
importance as the source of life, but 
also as a source of conflict and as a 
major concern in humanitarian 
action, said a press release from the 
ICRC. 

.The. first issue ; of-Fpnim tackles . 
war and water issues from around 
the world, including the long-term 
effects of decaying infrastructures 
and how man copes in the aftermath 
of war. 

A chapter entitled “Iraq: the 
Water Tragedy” written by Chris- 
tine Aziz, a U.KL-based freelance 
journalist specialising in humani- 
tarian issues, focuses on the col- 
lapse of one of the most sophisticat- 
ed water installations in the region 
laid waste by economic sanctions. 
The collapse of the water system, 
wholly dependent on foreign spare 
parts, has resulted in a catastrophic 
decline in public health. 


The ICRC reports ihat “a vicious 
circle has been created that has not 
yet been broken; most Iraqis lack 
the resources to ensure a proper diet 
for themselves and their families 
despite government subsidies, thus 
making them vulnerable to diseases 
carried in contaminated drinking 
water, which in turn are difficult to 
treat because of the ongoing scarci- 
ty of drugs and equipment." 

A failing electricity system has 
further exacerbated water distribu- 
tion, while agriculture is also suf- 
fering. The chapter also is highly 
. critical of the. oil for food deal. 

Forum also elaborates oii the bur- 
den placed on water systems by 
refugees and the displaced, the 
water crisis in Somalia and “vio- 
lence through environmental dis- 
crimination.” 

The book draws attention to prob- 
lems faced by affected populations 
with regard to water in times of 
conflict and describes or proposes 
solutions to deal with its lack, its 
excess or its contamination. The 
100-page report is illustrated with 
colour and black and while photog- 
raphy and is supported by case 
studies, maps and in depth analysis. 


Asfour announces creation 
of new QIZs in Mafraq, Karak 


Fayez receives 
Egyptian ambassador 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Industry and Trade 
Mohammad Asfour 

announced on Sunday that 
the government plans to cre- 
ate a Qualifying Industrial 
Zone (QIZ) in the Karak and 
Mafraq govemorates in addi- 
tion to the existing zone near 
Irbid and the Sheikh Hussein 
crossing point. 

The minister said indus- 
tries to be established in the 
two govemorates should 
meet the condi ti tons and 
specifications agreed on with 
the U.S. before industrial 
exports can be marketed duty 
and quota free in the U.S. 

The Mafraq and Karak 
zone will not be restricted to 


producing goods to be 
exported *to the U.S., but will 
also manufacture products 
for expert to any other coun- 
try. 

Asfour said the QIZ expan- 
sion in Jordan is to encour- 
age investments in areas 
where the government plans 
to provide the necessary 
investment climate and to 
create new job opportunities. 

According to the minister, 
a special committee will 
have to review any commod- 
ify produced at the zones to 
ensure conformity to the 
conditions set under the QIZ 
agreement concluded by the 
U.S., Israel and Jordan in 
1997. 


The U.S., the main sponsor 
of the peace process, has 
thrown its weight behind the 
QIZ as a step to encourage 
some of the much-promised 
economic dividends of the 
Jordan-Israel 1994 peace 
treaty. 

Asfour noted that products 
manufactured at the QIZ 
have the chance to sell freely 
in the huge U.S. market, and 
creating the new zones in 
Karak and Mafraq will no 
doubt encourage investors to 
come to Jordan. 

New investment projects at 
the QIZ are also expected to 
bring modem technology 
and foreign expertise to the 
Kingdom. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Labour Eid Fayez on Sun- 
day received Egyptian 
Ambassador to Jordan Hani 
Riyad and discussed with him 
bilateral cooperation in vari- 
ous fields, particularly labour- 
related matters. 

Fayez and the Egyptian 
ambassador also reviewed the 
situation of Egyptian labourers 
in the Kingdom in line with 
bilateral agreements which 
provided for each woiker to 
get a woric permit in advance. 

Fayez also expressed Jor- 
dan's appreciation of the role 


of Egyptian workers in the 
Kingdom. 

The ambassador voiced 
Egypt's understanding of Jor- 
danian procedures to regulate 
the local labour market. 

The two sides also agreed on 
a mechanism to recruit Egypt- 
ian workers to the Kingdom. 

The minister also received 
Omani Ambassador Hamad 
Ben Hilal Muammari. They 
discussed bilateral relations. 

Also discussed were the 
affairs of the Omani students 
in Jordanian universities. 


Jordan to attend industrial fairs 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
will take pan in several 
international industrial fairs 
abroad from now until the 
end of June, according to the 
Jordan Exports Development 
and Commercial Centres 
Corporation. 

A JEDCO statement said 
Jordan will participate in the 
Afro-Arab fair in Dakar, 
Senegal, from April 15 to 25. 
Twelve companies will dis- 
play their industrial products 
at that fair. 

Another fair will be held in 
Bulgaria from May 3-8, and 
18 of the Kingdom’s industri- 
al companies will be repre- 


sented, the statement said. 

The third event will be the 
Expo International Fair in the 
Arab Emirate of Shaijah 
from April 28 until May 3, 
1999. Twenty Jordanian 
industrial companies will 
exhibit their wares. 

The JEDCO statement said 
Jordan win hold an industrial 
fair of its national products in 
the Palestinian city of Gaza 
between June 10 and 19, and 
to dare, more than 100 Jor- 
danian companies have 
applied to participate. 

Jordan also will participate 
in a European Union-organ- 
ised fair in Vienna, Austria, 


from May 10-11. 

The statement said 
JEDCO, which serves as 
national import-export coor- 
dinator, will be represented at 
a meeting of Arab importers 
and exporters of industrial 
products. The meeting will 
be held in Cairo from May 
25- 27. At least 20 Jordanian 
firms will participate. 

JEDCO said it is currently 
preparing for a visit by a Jor- 
danian economic delegation 
to Algeria. At least 33 local 
industrial companies have 
registered to participate, 
accor ding to the statement. 


Institute 


Cervantes 


Spanish Courses 


Spring Term : April - June, 1999 

■ Beginners’, intermediate, advanced 

■ Morning, afternoon, evening 

■ Intensive courses 


REGISTRATION IS OPEN 


Office hours: 9:00 - 20:00 from Saturday to Thursday 

For information please call: 4610858 
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Deadly tornado 
kills at least 6 
in Louisiana 


BENTON, La. flR) — A 
deadly tornado killed at 
least six people and 
injured 100 more when it 
ripped a 6.4 km swath 
through northwestern 
Louisiana on Saturday, 
officials said. 

Witnesses said the huge 
twister left a trail of 
destruction that included 
several dozen trailer 
homes and houses when 
it touched down near 
Benton, a town of 2.000 
about 16 km north of 
Shreveport, La., at 4:30 
p.m. Cst (2230 GMT). 

Debris from the broken 
buildings was strewn 
throughout the area. 

‘This is a terrible, terri- 
ble disaster," Bossier 
Parish Sheriff Larry Deen 
said. “I've lived here all 
my life and there’s never 
been anything like this." 

“Quite frankly, I don't 
think we've found nearly 
all of them (the fatalities ) 
yet," he said. “We know 
there are bodies, we 
know there’s dead peo- 
ple. we know there’s lots 
of walking wounded." 

Bossier Parish office of 
emergency preparedness 
director Chuck Mazziotti 
told Reuters that six 
deaths were confirmed at 
the hardest hit trailer park 
and officials were trying 
to confirm reports of 
three more deaths near 
Cypress lake. 

“There may well be 
more.” he said. “The 
half-mile square mobile 
home park was just 
destroyed, and until we 
get someone who had 
worked there, we don't 
know how many trailers 
there were or the number 
of people in them. We 
don't even know how 
many people wer’re look- 
ing for." 

Deen said the tornado, 
which was several hun- 
dred yards wide, picked 
up mobile homes and 
threw them on top of oth- 
ers as it swept through 
the area. 

“We’ve got mobile 
homes piled on top of 
each other two and three 
deep. It's night and it’s 
going to take time to 
search through all that 
debris,” Deen said. 

Rescue teams, includ- 


ing some from the 
Louisiana National Guard 
and Barksdale Air Force 
base, were to work 
through the night, 
Mazzijotti said. 

Powerful search lights 
from the air force base 
were fought to the scene 
to help workers sift 
through the wreckage. 

Deen said up to 100 
peopl^ were injured by 
the twister. 

“Ev^ry hospital in 
Shreveport and Bossier 
city is frill up tonight with 
those hurt the worst.” 
Hospi als in the area said 
late Saturday at least five 
people were in critical 
condition. Many of the 
injured suffered cuts and 
bruises from flying 
debris' 

An employee at Bossier 
medical centre said at 
least one local television 
station issued an emer- 
gency warning to people 
in the. area to take cover 
when 1 the tornado was 
spotted on weather radar. 

“That may have saved 
some people, but only if 
they were watching tele- 
vision, the employee 
said. 

The worst hit area 
appeared to be Hay 
Meadow mobile home 
park, but the twister also 
ploughed through two 
modest subdivisions 
before striking the 
Cypress lake recreational 
area of camps and homes, 
said Bossier sheriff's 
office spokesman Ed 
Baswell. 

’They're working with 
chain saws and heavy 
equipment to try to ge‘t 
through the downed trees, 
but it may take a while,” 
he said. 

“This isn't going to be 
over in the next day or 
two, especially at the 
mobile home park.” 
Baswell said. “It (the tor- 
nado) stayed on the 
ground quite a while." 

Before touching down 
about 5.6 km south of 
Benton, the tornado 
caused some property 
damage but no injuries in 
Caddo Parish, west of 
Benton, a spokesman for 
the Caddo Parish sheriff's 
office said. No injuries 
were reported there. 
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A supporter of Anwar Ibrahim wears a T-shirt bearing ‘We Will Never Surrender’ while others chant ‘Reformasi 
(reform) and ‘Allahu Akbar’ (Allah is Great) during the launching of a new party in Kuala Lumpur Apnl ,4. .Wan 
Azizah, .Anwar's wife launched a new Malaysian party on Sunday, placing the sacked finance minister firmly in the 
opposition camp and legitimising his ‘reformasi' movement (Reuters photo) 

Anwar’s wife launches new party, 
calls opposition to topple Mahathir 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFPl 
— The wife of ousted 
Malaysian deputy premier 
Anwar Ibrahim launched a 
new political party Sunday 
and appealed to opposition 
groups to unite to oust Prime 
Minister Mahathir 

Mohamad. 

“Political parties and non- 
government organisations 
must work together and set 
aside their differences in 
order to free Malaysia from 
continuing stranglehold of 
crisis and oppression," said 
Wan Azizah Wan Ismail, 
president of the National 
Justice Party (Keadilan). 

“Our party is prepared to 
sacrifice its’own interests in 
order to achieve the larger 
goal of forging a credible 
alternative to the Barisan 
Nasional (National Front).” 
she told a cheering crowd of 
about 3.000. 

.Anwar himself, in a mes- 
sage from jail, fiercely 
attacked Mahathir and what 
he called corruption and 
cronyism. 

Other key personalities in 
the party are Chandra 

Muzaffar. a wheelchair- 
bound critic of Mahathir, 
Tian Chua. chairman of the 
Coalition for People’s 

Democracy, and Marina 
Yusuf, a former member of 
the premier' s UMNO 


supreme council. 

Mahathir. 73, is the presi- 
dent of the dominant United 
Malays National 

Organisation. He is also the 
chairman of the ruling 
National Front coalition and 
has ruled Malaysia for 17 
years. 

Mahathir meanwhile has 
been admitted to a heart 
institute with a lung infec- 
tion. the official Bcmama 
news agency said Sunday. 

Bemama said the 73-year- 
old leader had been at the 
National Heart Centre since 
last Friday after his return 
from Saudi Arabia where the 
premier performed Haj. 

The prime minister's 
department, m a brief state- 
ment Sunday, described his 
condition as “stable” and that 
he would remain in hospital 
for a few days. 

The government's term 
does not expire until April 
next year but there is specu- 
lation it will call a snap elec- 
tion amid signs of economic 
recovery. 

Anwar. 52. once 
Mahathir’s heir apparent, 
launched the reform move- 
ment after he was sacked 
from his office and from 
UMNO last September. He 
was subsequently arrested 
and jailed and has been 
charged with 10 counts of 


corruption and sodomy. 

He is on trial on four of the 
corruption charges, which 
allege abuse of his official 
powers to cover up sexual 
misconduct allegations. The 
hearing ended Thursday and 
the verdict is due on April 14. 

Pointing out the party logo 
of an eye. Azizah said it was 
a symbol both of its struggle 
for truth and justice and of 
the infamous block eye inci- 
dent. 

“It is a sy mbol of our quest 
for the truth. It is a symbol of 
our struggle for justice itself 
— ‘eye’ that seeks justice." 
she added. 

Rahim Noor. national 
police chief at the time, has 
admitted assaulting .Anwar 
while he was in police cus- 
tody. Anwar's subsequent 
appearance in court with a 
black eye sparked interna- 
tional outrage. 

Anwar described the for- 
mation of Keadilan as 
inevitable and launched a 
stinging arrack on Mahathir. 

“Our country is in the grip 
of a severe crisis which finds 
its root causes in widespread 
corruption, abuse of power 
and the practice of nepotism 
and cronyism," he said in a 
speech read out by his for- 
mer aide. Mohamad Ezam 
Noor. 

“Mahathir and his minions 


will continue to orchestrate 
massive campaigns to instil 
fear towards the reform 
movement." 

Anw ar appealed to UMNO 
members to fight what he 
called oppression and injus- 
tice. 'Truth and justice must 
transcend political bound- 
aries.” 

Anwar is not a member of 
the new party but officials 
said he would offer his sup- 
port in a move to unify- the 
opposition. He has said he 
expects to be found guilty on 
April 14 and go to jail. 

.Analysts have said 
Keadilan could provide a 
credible third force after 
UMNO and the Parti Islam 
Semalaysia (RAS) but the 
ruling party was quick to dis- 
miss it. 

A senior UMNO member 
who declined to be identified 
described Keadilan as a party- 
formed to take revenge on 
Mahathir. “It has no track 
record. It only hopes to play 
ihe role of spoiler to enable 
to enable Parti Islam 
Semalaysia to win in con- 
stituencies whose margin of 
victory for UMNO is nar- 
row” he said. 

The National Front has 167 
seats, PAS seven and the 
Democratic Action Party’ 
nine seats in the 192-member' 
parliament. 


Sri Lanka poll campaign ends with bombing 


COLOMBO (AFP) — An 
opposition office was 
bombed in Sri Lanka 
Sunday, killing at least one 
man, as political parties 
rounded up their bitterly 
fought campaigns ahead of 
a crucial council election, 
police said. 

The opposition United 
National Party (UNP) office 
in the central town of 
Kegalle was attacked by 
gunmen believed to be rival 
politicians, raising tensions 
ahead of Tuesday’s provin- 
cial council vote. 

UNP leader and former 
Premier Ranil 

Wickremesinghe said the 
bombing had happened 
because police had failed to 
investigate a series of 
attacks against opposition 


candidates in the past 
month. 

“We are demanding a free 
and a fair election and what 
is at stake is not just the five 
provincial councils but the 
people’s right to exercise 
their vote,” 

Wickremesinghe told 
reporters here. 

He said he bad asked 
President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga to implement 
a series of measures decided 
by an all -party election 
monitoring panel to ensure 
there was no rigging or vio- 
lence during polling on 
Tuesday. 

Under election laws, cam- 
paigning after Saturday 
night is illegal and all liquor 
stores will be closed on 
Monday and Tuesday. 


“The sentiments 

expressed by the govern- 
ment calling for free elec- 
tions will only remain senti- 
ments unless the executive 
does not implement the 
decisions,” he said. 

He said his UNP was keen 
to ensure there was no repe- 
tition of a council vote in 
January where the ruling 
People's Alliance won amid 
allegations from private poll 
monitors that the vote was 
tbe most fraudulent 'ever 
seen here. 

The private Centre for 
Monitoring Election 

Violence (CMEV) said it 
had received nearly 1,300 
complaints relating to vio- 
lence during campaigning in 
the past month. 

At least six people were 


killed during the campaign, 
four as a result of intra-party 
rivalries rather than in 
clashes between opposing 
parties. 

The CMEV said it expect- 
ed more violence Tuesday 
in the Western and Central 
provinces. 

Even though the election 
is for five provincial coun- 
cils. the vote has generated 
national interest because it 
is believed the results will 
point lo a trend at the parlia- 
mentary and presidential 
elections due between 
August and November next 
year. 

“In general, the Western 
and Central Provinces are 
the most violent and 
volatile." the CMEV said in 
a seven-page statement. 


However, Sri Lanka 
President Chandrika 

Kumaratunga has lambasted 
the CMEV and accused it of 
being a "cat’s paw" of an 
unnamed foreign espionage 
agency. 

Kumaratunga told a public 
rally last week that “foreign 
forces" were funding the 
CMEV to discredit the gov- 
ernment before Tuesday's 
voting in the Central, 
Western. North-Central. 
Uva and Sabaragamuwa 
provinces. 

‘These forces together 
with big businessmen do not 
like our trade policies which 
prevent them from exploit- 
ing the people,” she said. 

The CMEV receives 
money from tbe Asia 
Foundation, which in rum is 


partly funded by the U.S. 
Congress. It has said that a 
majority of complaints 
received were against 
Kumaratunga’s People's 
Alliance. 

CMEV spokesman 

Waruna Kanmatilleke 
denied the allegations and 
said the government bad 
launched a smear campai gn 
against them in a bid to 
clear the way for more vio- 
lence and vote-rigging on 
Tuesday. 

“People no longer believe 
in the 1 970s rhetoric of for- 
eign espionage behind 
attempts to destabilise a 
government etc..” 

Karunatilleke said. “The 
government is trying to 
insult the intelligence of the 
voters.” 


Spanish journalist detained in Pristina 
calls for end to NATO strikes 


MADRID (R) — One of 
two Spanish television 
journalists detained by 
Serb police has appeared 
on Serb television and 
called for an end to NATO 
air strikes, Spanish news- 
papers reported on 
Sunday. 

Jon Sistiaga, one of two 
Telecinco journalists 
detained by Serb police on 
the border with 
Macedonia, made the 
comments from Pristina, 
where he was taken by 
police. 


The newspaper El Pais 
described Sistiaga’s voice 
as “altered” and state radio 
said it was likely he had 
been forced to speak. 

Surrounded by television 
cameras, still cameras and 
film belonging to a Dutch 
photographer who was 
also being held, Sistiaga 
said all three had been 
treated well and allowed to 
walk around Pristina. 

Both Spanish and Dutch 
forces have been taking 
part in NATO's airstrikes. 
intended to stop repression 


of Kosovo's ethnic 
Albanians by Yugoslav 
security forces. 

“We can see that life is 
normal here. We can see 
that the shops are open and 
people are out on the 
streets. No one is forcing 
refugees to leave and no 
one is telling them to go.” 
Sistiaga said in English. 

Repeatedly saying it was 
his “personal opinion”, 
Sistiaga urged an end to 
the bombing. 

“This is my personal 
opinion, but I think that 


the person that has the 
power to stop this bomb- 
ing must stop the NATO 
bombing." Sistiaga said. 

“We saw so many civil- 
ian buildings that have 
been targeted by NATO 
aircraft. Some of the build- 
ings were near to some 
military targets, but the 
buildings, the civilian 
buildings, were bit by the 
bombs... What I can say as 
a person, my personal 
opinion, is that this is a 
crime against civilians. 
Serbs and Albanians.” 


Telecinco said on 
Saturday that Sistiaga had 
called the television sta- 
tion that day and said he 
and cameraman Beraabe 
Dominguez were being 
held by police in Pristina 
and were fine. 

It said he had been 
forced to speak to his col- 
leagues in Madrid in 
English so that police 
could understand, 

Telecinco said Spanish 
Prime Minister Jose Maria 
Aznar and Foreign 
Minister Abel Matutes had 


demanded the men’s 
release. 

The Yugoslav ambas- 
sador in Madrid said as 
long as the two were found 
to be genuine journalists 
they should have no prob- 
lem. 

Sistiaga and Dominguez 
were detained on Friday as 
they were interviewing 
ethnic Albanian refugees 
and Serbian police on a 
train heading for the 
Macedonian border town 
of Blace. 
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Bangladesh opposition leader 
appears in court in graft case 

DHAKA (AFPl- A Dhaku court Sur.i;, 
DHANA(Arri Part' ‘BNP* chief 

corruption ««■ “" M j i f nr intone Zra on a cfcsgr 

STB? 

tertJSr the case in which she 

“n-vear imprisonment if found mi !> The BNF m 
rejected the charge calling it "politically mob 
aliened that ruling Awami League of Prime Minister ’ Shejtt 
Hasina Wajed was trying to tarnish her tnuge h> 

"She has not committed any criminal ufft.rBre.Zias 
chief counsellor Moudud Ahmed told the court in Dhata* 
old district as hundreds of supporter, chanta- 
ment slogans outside. Zia. flatted by dww ^ Lpittt. 
sat in the crowded courtroom as her counsellor filed a peti- 
tion seekinc bail and exemptions from her personal 
ance in court when the trial starts. Anotner charge »* “Ota* 
use of power ' acainst the former premier is currently 
stayed on an high court order following an opposition p®- 
non. ^ 

Blast damages security servi 
building in Moscow 

MOSCOW (AFPl — An explosion shook a btrikfing 
belonging to Russia’s security service overnight. 
injuring two people, Russian media reported Su relay. Tat 
blast, which went off at around 3:20 a.m. i2.'20 GMT 
j Saturday t. blew a one-square-metre > yard 1 hole in te wsfl 
! of the Federal Security Service (FSB» building on She 
! ground floor and shattered window s in surrounding houses. 

I Russian television pictures showed Two guards at die 
| building sustained light cuts from flying glass as a result nf 
: the blast, equal to one kilogramme of TNT. FSB 

• spokesman Alexander Zdanovich roLi the private NTV 
\ television. The spokesman said the explosion was a terror- 
ist act designed not so much to maim as to grab headli ne s. 

i and said it could be linked to a less powerful Hast which 

• went off in the building last August. "Tire pwpetratws 
: planted this explosive device counting more on the public 

effect." Zdanovich said. ‘The time w as not a coincidence 
because at this time there were virtually no people around 
. “It was a demonstrative act." he said, adding that a criminal 
case had been opened into the incident. The building is 

• located in the heart of Moscow, close to tbe FSB hcadquar- 
; ters and not far from the Kremlin. Parliament speaker 

Gennady Seleznyov said the explosion was intended as a 

• show of force by criminal elements nervous of the auihori- 
. ties new-found zeal in battling crime. The criminal worid 
i has felt that the authorities arc starting to attack them and 
; really battle against corruption and organised crime.” 

Seleznyov was quoted by Interfax as saying in Saint 
: Petersburg. Russia’s second largest city. “Criminals arc irv- 
1 ing to show through this that they are strong.” 

! Green groups sound alarm over 
Cambodian-origin garden furniture 

PHNOM PENH (AFPl — Western shopper*, base been 
urged not to buy wooden garden furniture labelled "Made 
in Vietnam.” with two major green groups u aiming that the 
products often come from Cambodia's des asiaied forests. 
In a report received here Sunday, the British-based Global 
Witness and Friends of the Earth detailed how products 
labelled “eco-friendly" often mislead buyers about their 
origin in illegally logged forests. “Most of the furniture 
labelled 'Made in Vietnam’ is from timber either illegally 
imported from Cambodia or illegally harvested in 
Vietnam." said the report. “One would be hard pressed to 
find something less friendly to the emironmem or to tbe 
way of life of those hill tribes and others who depend on 
forests for their livelihood.” Despite recent assurances from 
Prime Minister Hun Sen that the Cambodian government 
would crack down on the illegal trade, the report said 
senior government officials were directlx involved in the 
lucrative business. “The industrial-scale ifleual timber trade 
in Cambodia has been used to finance top-level corruption, | 
played a key role in the outcome of Cambodia's recent elec- | 
tions and provided secret revenue for the military ." it said. I 
“The reality is that to buy Vietnamese garden 'furniture. I 
made out of Cambodian timber, is to directly contribute to | 
the destruction of Cambodia s forests that are set to be com- ' 
mercially logged out within four years." After pressure 
from foreign donors and the World Bank, the uo\ eminent 
mis year unveiled a highly publicised logsinu crackdown. 
However Global Witness has argued thafihe real culprits 
— the military- — remain largely unaffected bv the crack- 
exports W ™ C ^ 11 S3 ' S ^ ^ oca ^ consumption but not 

Kyrgyz prime minister dies 

— Ky lP' z Primc Minister Djumabek 
Ibraunov died of stomach cancer at a Bishkek hospital 

hSm'si^ 4 S tK k “ m ^ d - Ibraimov - k * 1 betminpoar 
JSj? President Askar Akavev appointed him 

aft - erlhe former nine-month-old 
§v’s e r^^ cked . for fatting to deal with the couo- 

apDointmenL tfL onorruc cns ! s - die time of Ibraimov’s 
S5PS5S? ’ P nm u e "“nisier had said he would not 

to offe cwP but he die as prime minis- 

March 1 the rcp “ b . IC ot -*.5 million people. On 

described as a 1 ,f!J nister ®°k what was officially 
Statist al ^'\i 0llday ’ durin ? time he was 

Dosumbeiov tbld AH? hTL 

Children from iwn and the father of six 

declining since he watdh^f' n T J,mov ‘ s teal* ted been 
ach and spleen ini 99 s 

Hospital in Moscow Afer hi" ° pcrattd on 31 Kremte 
of the Kyrgvzcapitaj B,sh k c - ’S 011 "* Ulefom *' mi ? or 
of Akaves-fris^ to the wprftEf 3 ™ a UUS,ed «?** 
Posts include sfcSe secret hi fww* 

isoation and head of the 

Military shell kills two in Kashmir 

NEW DELHI (AFPl t 

military’ shell exploded n? ** 3 ^ were killed when a 
Pakistan, the Press Tn«r r^- Kashmir's binder « 

Eight others ported Sunc 

Uri town, nearly loo kilnm”^ - ,ast ,alc Saturday n 
mer capital of Kashmir « J? S? fr ? m Srinagar, the s*i 
est during an artillerj duel iJJf she T 13 had failen inaJ 
troops along the border and and Pak** 

lagers played with it, pti ^ p oded w bcn agroupof ' 





Holiday makers on row boats float under a canopy of cherry blossoms in Tokyo April 4. Millions of Japanese residents took advantage of a 
weekend of good weather as they went to parks and other sites to view the seasonal cherry blossoms (Reuters photo) 

Taiwan’s home-made missile 
boats a failure, paper says 
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TAIPEI (AH 5 ) — Taiwan’s 
state-run China 

Shipbuilding Corp. 

(CSBC) has built five 500- 
tonne patrol boats for the 
navy but none of them has 
passed the tests required 
for them to join the fleet, it 
was reported Sunday. 

“The naval buildup is 
way behind schedule as 
none of the boats has 
joined the navy since tbe_ 
first one ‘Tan 'CKiang’ was 
christened" in June,” the- 
United Daily News said. 

It said the CSBC had to 
pay the navy one million 


Taiwan dollars ($30,190) 
per day for failing to hon- 
our the contract. 

No naval officials were 
immediately available for 
comments. 

The navy last year 
awarded CSBC a 5.5 bil- 
lion Taiwan dollar ($166.0 
million) contract to build 
11 patrol boats modelled 
on the “Ching Ching” pro- 
jmype. put- into force in 

•' -The paper said disputes 
stemmed from the poor 
performance of the recon- 
naissance and fire-control 


system made by the 
Contraves Brashear Co. of 
the United States, which 
features a laser distance 
measuring equipment and 
an infrared thermal image 
facility. 

The boat is also equipped 
with a Danish-made radar 
designed to stop smuggling 
and ships from sneaking 
into the island’s territorial 
waters, the paper added 

CSBC admitted delay in 
completing the construc- 
tion projects, but blamed 
bad weather and said it had 
not violated the contract 


Since the prototype’s 
commissioning, the project 
was shelved after local 
agents complained of 
irregularities on the 
engines, fire control sys- 
tems and sonar on naval 
vessels. 

The navy did not say why 
it shifted to the U.S. system 
instead of keeping the 
Israeli-made Sea Eye fire 
control system already in 
operation on the prototype. 

Local newspapers have 
said the decision might 
have been prompted by 
fears of increasingly closer 


military cooperation 
between Israel and archri- 
val China. 

CSBC has built for the 
navy seven Cheng Kung- 
class frigates. 4,000-tonne 
warships on the blueprint 
of U.S.-built Perry frigates. 

Beijing has repeatedly 
threatened to invade 
Taiwan should the island 
declare formal indepen- 
dence from the “mother- 
land” prompting Taipei to 
continue its military build- 
up despite the commence- 
ment of cross-strait civil 
contacts in the late 1980s. 
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Chinese dissidents 
step up protests 


BEUING (AFP) — 
Chinese dissidents 
stepped up protests dur- 
ing the festival of the 
dead Sunday, visiting 
the graves of victims of 
the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square bloodshed and 
defying an unwritten 
ban on returning from 
exile. 

An activist, who visit- 
ed the graves of victims 
of the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square crackdown 
against pro-democracy 
activists, was detained 
for 20 hours by police in 
the easLem Chinese city 
of Hangzhou, activists 
with the outlawed oppo- 
sition China Democracy 
Party (CDP) said. 

‘They told me I was 
being detained for ille- 
gal activities,” CDP 
member Su Huibing told 
AFP on his release. 
“The conditions were 
very bad. I was in there 
for 20 hours and they 
wouldn’t let me sleep.” 

“They told me. if you 
carry on with these 
activities we will charge 
you and take you to 
court.” 

Su was detained after 
trying to sweep the 
graves of the Tiananmen 
victims as part of the 
Qing Ming (commemo- 
ration) festival. 

Meanwhile, U.S.- 
based CDP activist and 
veteran pro-democracy 
campaigner Wang Xizhe 
defied an effective ban 
on returning dissidents 
and boarded a flight 
from New York to 
Beijing, ostensibly to 
carry out memorial rites 
for his father, who died 
in February. 

Wang took an Asiana 
Airlines flight Saturday 
evening and was sched- 
uled to arrive in Beijing 
at 12.00 p.m. (0400 
GMT) Monday, an over- 
seas branch of the China 


Democracy Party said in 
a statement. 

Pro-democracy 
activists returning from 
overseas have in the past 
either been turned back 
at the border or arrested 
and jailed. 

“Wang’s application to 
return for the Qing Ming 
festival was ignored, 
and effectively refused," 
the group said. 

“But he has decided to 
make the trip in order to 
assert the rights of 
exiled dissidents to 
return to their mother- 
land in accordance with 
UN human rights 
covenants.” 

Hangzhou CDP 

activist Wang Rongqing 
said 50 CDP protesters 
in Hangzhou split into 
two groups Saturday to 
pay their respects at the 
graves of victims of the 
bloody crackdown on 
June 4, 1989. at separate 
cemeteries. 

“When we got there, 
the police were wait- 
ing,” Wang said. ‘They 
warned us off sweeping 
the graves.” 

He said police confis- 
cated a wreath that his 
group tried to lay at the 
site, but that the other 
group’s wreath had 
remained. 

“The wreaths bore the 
message — ‘to those 
who laid down their 
lives for democracy and 
freedom’,” the Hong 
Kong-based Information 
Centre of Human Rights 
and Democratic 

Movement In China said 
in a statement. 

Eight van-loads of 
police were waiting for 
the CDP activists, and 
ordered both groups of 
protesters to disperse, it 
said. 

• According to- Chinese 
tradition, Qing Ming on 
April 5 is the day for 
honouring one’s ances- 


tors by visiting cemeter- 
ies to sweep the graves, 
cut back any weeds and 
place fresh flowers. 

Qing Ming has in the 
past witnessed sponta- 
neous political demon- 
strations against the 
communist leadership. 

Wang Xizhe’s SO-year- 
old ” father. Wang 
Zhongxuan, died in hos- 
pital in the southeastern 
city of Guangzhou in 
February, and his son 
lodged a formal applica- 
tion to return to China to 
carry out graveside rites. 

But his application 
was ignored, according 
to the CDP statement. 

Wang Xizhe fled to the 
United States via Hong 
Kong in October 1 996. a 
few days after signing a 
declaration urging 
Tibetan independence. 
He was the last dissident 
to be smuggled out of 
China through Hong 
Kong before the territo- 
ry reverted to mainland 
rule in July 1997. 

A 50 year-old former 
factory worker from 
Guangzhou. Wang 
Xizhe was released on 
parole on Feb. 3, 1993, 
after serving nearly 12 
years of a 14-year term 
for counter-revolution- 
ary activities. 

The CDP’s New York 
committee appealed to 
the authorities in Seoul 
not to turn him back 
during a stopover in the 
Sourh Korean capital 
and to allow him to fly 
to Beijing. 

The authorities have 
tightened security ahead 
of Monday's festival 
honouring the dead, 
which forms the prelude 
to ' a " series of highly 
symbolic dates leading 
up. to ihe 10th .anniver- 
sary of the Tiananmen 
Square massacre on 
June 4. 


* 



NATO buys more time 
to help Kosovo refugees 
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BRUSSELS (R) — NATO 
has put Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic on 
notice that it will press on 
with its ferocious air bom- 
bardment until he pulls all 
his troops and special police 
units out of Kosovo. 

The alliance has made 
clear it is prepared to pursue 
this aim even if it cannot 
stem the flow of hundreds 
of thousands of refugees 
being driven into neigh- 
bouring countries in what it 
describes as a pre-planned 
programme of ethnic 
cleansing. 

While Milosevic is seen 
as trying to alter the facts on 
the ground in Kosovo by 
forcing its ethnic Albanian 
population to flee. NATO 
has told him it will bring the 
refugees back home under 
the protection of an Interna- 
tiona] security force. 

But before this force can 
start to do its work. NATO 
wants all Serb soldiers and 
special police our of the 
province. 

This would deal a body 
blow to the proposed peace 
package which emerged 
from negotiations at 
Rambouillet in France earli- 


er this year and envisaged a 
limited Yugoslav security 
presence in Kosovo as part 
of a settlement. 

NATO’s proposed new 
goals, which have yet to be 
formally endorsed by the 
alliance, came in a brief 
statement issued late on 
Saturday in which Secretary 
General Javier Solana 
demanded that Belgrade 
"stop all repressive and 
combat activities and with- 
draw its forces from 
Kosovo”. 

Milosevic must “accept 
arrangements in which all 
refugees can return safely to 
Kosovo under the protec- 
tion of an international 
security force”, Solana said. 

Solana's statement noted 
that a settlement “based on” 
Rambouillet remained the 
alliance's ultimate objec- 
tive, but did not make clear 
how that would be achieved 
now that Milosevic has, in 
NATO's eyes, forfeited the 
right to govern Kosovo. 

Under Rambouillet, 
Kosovo would achieve far- 
reaching autonomy but 
remain ultimately under the 
control of Belgrade. 

The alliance says that 


since NATO's air raids 
began on March . 24, 
Yugoslav forces have driven 
290,000 ethnic Albanians 
out of Kosovo in a brutal 
effort to change the demo- 
graphic landscape in favour 
of the Seib minority. 

NATO remains adamant 
that it does not plan to send 
ground troops to fight their 
way into Kosovo. The Serb 
presence must be removed 
by air power, which the 
alliance has been reinforc- 
ing in recent days. 

NATO’s 250 combat 
planes have been unable to 
press on with the list of tar- 
gets drawn up by alliance, 
planners because of low 
cloud over Yugoslavia. 

Their self-imposed rules 
of engagement designed to 
minimise civilian casualties 
mean that bombs cannot be 
dropped unless pilots are 
sure of hitting their targets. 

This delay in recent days 
has allowed Yugoslav sol- 
diers and police to press on 
with the business of driving 
ethnic Albanians out of 
Kosovo. 

The process of emptying 
the province of its 90 per. 
cent Albanian population 


could be complete within I 
the next 10 to 20 days if 1 
expulsions continue at the 1 
present rate, NATO esti- . 
mates. 

But by signalling that it 
intends to escort expelled 
refugees back into the 
province once air power has 
forced Yugoslav security 
forces to retreat, NATO will 
hope that it has closed off on 
important option for 
Milosevic. 

The alliance earlier said it 
was in a “race against time” 
to head off the Yugoslav 
campaign of ethnic cleans- 
ing. 

Now, by no longer making 
the stopping of ethnic 
cleansing the main measure , 
of its success, it has given 
itself more time to 
"degrade” what it calls the j 
Yugoslav war machine to j 
the point where it can no I 
longer remain in Kosovo. 

Time will help NATO 
bring its formidable arsenal 1 
to bear, but it remains to be 
seen whether the alliance 
can overcome what has 
become almost a mantra 
among military theorists — 
that air power alone cannot 
take territory. 
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Two survivors of ship collisison handed 
over to North Korean diplomats 


COLOMBO (AP) — Two 
North Korean survivors of 
a ship collision were hand- 
ed over to diplomats 
Sunday, officials said. 

The two seamen — the 
only survivors from their 
vessel — were handed over 
Sunday to diplomats from 
their "country aboard the 
south Korean vessel, said 
M.N. Riyal. an official 
from M.A. Razak and Co., 
local agents of the North 
Korean ship, M.V. Manpok. 

They will be repatriated 
back to North Korea as 


soon as the paperwork is 
completed, Riyal said. 

The seamen were picked 
up by the South Korean 
ship. The Duke, with which 
the North Korean vessel 
collided. The Duke sailed 
into Colombo Friday, 
where it is being repaired. 

Rescuers have so far 
found only two empty life 
rafts, prompting Sri Lankan 
officials to believe that tbe 
others died after the ships 
collided. 

The North Korean vessel, 
carrying cement and with a 


crew of 39 collided with 
The Duke late Wednesday, 
some 550 kilometres east 
of Sri Lanka’s southern 
port city of Galle. 

Ships in the area have 
been asked to look for sur- 
vivors, said S. Sigamany. 
chief officer of Colombo 
radio, which relays distress 
calls and coordinates port- 
related services. 

The North Korean sur- 
vivors were on duty on 
Manpok’s bridge. 

The remaining 37 were 

believed trapped inside 


their cabins and the engine ; 
room when the ship sank 1 
with its cargo of thousands 
of tonnes of cement. 

It is the first known colli- 
sion between ships from i 
the rival neighbours in , 
international waters. The 
Korean peninsula was | 
divided into the | 
Communist North and the 1 
capitalist South in 1945. • 
They are technically still at 
war as their 1950-53 con- 
flict ended with an 
armistice, not a peace 
treaty. 


Al-Ghanem Computer Systems & Solutions, Autographies, Global Voice Systems, Accu-Tech, Idea! Systems, Specialized 
Technical Services, AMIR Program and the Jordanian Society' for the Protection of intellectual Property’ Right 

Participating Companies: 

AbdulMajed Maraqab And Company, ACCESS, Accu-Tech, Al-Gbanem Computer Systems & Solutions, AMIR 
Program, ARAMEX International Courier, Autograf’bics, CompuBase International- Jordan, Computer Networking 
Services, FASTUNK.firstnet, Ghazal Computers & Electronics Est., Global One Communications (Jordan) Ltd., 
Global Voice Systems, IDEAL Systems, Ideal Tech, IDE-USOFT, Pride, International Business Systmns. Jordan 
Computer Society, Jordan Electronic Network Services Company, Jordan Micro-Tech, Jordan Radio Paging, 
Jordan American Association, Mediascope, Modem Information Systems Design, Modem Systems and Computer 
Trade, Radisson SAS Hotel Amman, Saadi Communication Systems, Scientific & Medical Supplies Company, 
Sinam Integrated Systems, Specialized Technical Services, Tantash Information Systems Group, 

Technical Print Company, TELECOMMUNICATION AND NETWORKS CO. LTD., 

The Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Jordan Ltd., and United Business Machines, 





-Ar-ffl... 




6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Monday, April 5, 1999 



Jordan Times 

An mfcpatan <V* pdriol daily pabb&ed b Eagta At Jontaa Pms RwJbwb EsafctaWHTJ 
IfioV * — j-U j* U^l>iVL* jj— 3 « IB— « «■ - >■ - »ru* Vji jJjjt- 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 

Abdel Saiam Tarawneb 

Vice Chairman & Director General 
Mohammad Amad 

Executive Editor 
Abdullah Hasanat 

Responsible Editor 
Elia Nasrallah 

Editorial and Advertising offices 
Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman 

Telephones: 5684311, 5699634, 5667171, 5603585 

Facsimile: 5696183 

E-mail: jothnes@go.comjo 

Web Site: http-J/vnvw^cccss2arabia,conVjordantimes/ 

The Jordan Times is published dnSy except Friday! Subsaipthm and advertising 
mia are available from the Jordan Tunes Advertising Departmerti 


Tall order 


SOME MIGHT say it was predictable that 
Prime Minister Abdur-Ra’of S. 
Rawabdeh’s policy statement submitted to 
Parliament on Saturday focused on the 
state of the country’s economy. His Majesty 
King Abdullah had made the stimulation of 
the stagnant economy the centrepiece of his 
letter of designation to the prime minister. 
Rawabdeh pledged, therefore, to pull the 
economy out of recession by speeding up 
IMF-agreed free market reforms, eliminat- 
ing red tape, boosting investment and 
clamping down on corruption. This multi- 
faceted panacea to our economic woes has 
all the markings of previous prescriptions 
to end the growing economic strains, many 
of which may have started with the 
endorsement of the principles of privatisa- 
tion and IMF reforms. 

All governments in the past also pledged 
to uproot corruption, reduce bureaucracy 
and improve the investment climate. And all 
former prime ministers failed to deliver on 
these shared policies as well. This is where 
Rawabdeh could make a difference. 

Equally - important is the King’s earlier 
references to poverty, rampant unemploy- 
ment and the need to provide a social safety 
net to protect the underprivileged. The 
question that the government has yet to 
respond to is how to reconcile privatisation 
and the IMF-requested reforms with the 
other pressing needs of addressing poverty 
and unemployment There was a time when 
the ILO had called on countries experienc- 
ing our kind of economic constraints, pover- 
ty and unemployment to create job oppor- 
tunities by establishing labour-intensive 
industries and executing megaprojects for 
this -basic objective. Privatisation per se 
runs counter to this objective and so do 
some IMF reforms. How then to address 
the state of our economy, which is admitted- 
ly in a deep recession, by sound economic 
principles such as privatisation and free 
market dynamics and still reduce unem- 
ployment and poverty? We have yet to hear 
the government’s thoughts on how to recon- 
cile these seemingly diametrically opposed 
goals. In the final analysis this hauntin g 
issue lies perhaps in the conflict between 
theory and practice. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i’s Mahmoud Rimawi commented on the NATO bombings 
in Kosovo and asked why (he U.S. does not show the same vigour 
in searching for regional solutions here and apply (be same stan- 
dards (o Israel, which is destroying the peace process. The U.S. is 
doing nothing about either the ethnic cleansing in Jerusalem or the 
Jewish state’s refusal to allow refugees and the displaced to return 
to their land in accordance with U.N. resolutions, Rimawi said. 
Nothing indicates that the U.S. is willing to discuss such issues, 
which relate to the ethical application of war and peace policies, he 
said. It has been said that the U.S., in its war against die Serbian 
leadership, wants to gain the final say in the security of Europe, a 
continent with which it has joint strategic, cultural and religious 
interests, the writer noted. In contrast, US.’ policy in the Middle 
East has been to support one country against 20 for five decades, 
during which the superpower has beat silent over Israeli violations 
of international law and human rights, Rimawi argued, and asked: 
if the Kosovo peace is worth fighting foe what about the Arab- 
Israeli peace? 

A1 Dustour's editorial said Prime Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S, 
Rawabdeh 's policy statement to Parliament has met citizens’ expec- 
tations because it was realistic and dear The statement is not only 
worth the vote of confidence bm also support in accordance with 
die letter of designation and His Majesty King Abdullah’s direc- 
tives, added the editorial. It was notable that the statement included 
the issue of public administration and its restructuring through 
focus on qualified leaderships, the paper said adding that the gov- 
ernment also decisively promised to combat corruption The paper 
also commended the government’s "courage” to accurately 
describe the problems — economic, water and unemployment — 
faring the country, outlining its vision to tackle challenges and reas- 
sure citizens. The statement, which stipulated that solutions are not 
going to be easy, reveals a firm detennmation to meet economic, 
administrative and social challenges with the cooperation of the 
three constitutional powers, and in accordance with the principles 
of democracy, political pluralism and openness, said the newspaper 


Choosing what not to do 


PERHAPS THE most important 
exercise or learning experience 
ahead of businesses and con- 
sumers in Jordan is to differentiate 
between comparative and compet- 
itive advantage, not because theo- 
retical grounding in economics is 
important for business, but 
because strategic planning should 
become the modus operandus in a 
country that is grappling with 
issues such as globalisation, 
restructuring and privatisation. A 
clear understanding of competitive 
advantage and a departure from 
the comparative advantage view 
are prerequisites for the success of 
conversion to quality and the 
value-added mental framework. 

Comparative advantage involves 
the existence of ample raw materi- 
als being able to produce some- 
thing relatively cheaper than 
another. Competitive advantage 
requires only that the nation and 
the firm possess the drive to pro- 
duce better products than the rest 
of the world through value added 
and advanced technologies. In the 
latter, competitiveness may arise 


from the ability to produce a good 
or a service at a lower cost, and 
not through cheaper resources and 
lower wages but through better 
utilisation of modem technology. 
At a more abstract level, one could 
$ay that a comparative advantage 
is based on relative advantage(s) 
in the endowment of economic 
resources while a competitive 
advantage is based on tbe supply 
and demand conditions in the 
economy taking into account the 
full impact of the institutional set- 
ting — including civil society, reg- 
ulatory structures Haws, regulato- 
ry commissions and bureaucracy), 
government policies and strategies 
(including the stability and moder- 
nity of legislation!, market struc- 
ture (monopolistic or competitive) 
and the existence or lack of sup- 
porting and complementary indus- 
tries. Most importantly, in the 
competitiveness paradigm, the 
quality and specialisation of fac- 
tors is stressed as more significant 
than the quantity of the factors. 

Competitiveness requires that 
change in the business environ- 


ment be conducted at two levels, 
the nation and the firm. At the 
national level several decisions 
must be made to enhance the pro- 
ductivity of factors through 
schemes to upgrade quality, 
encourage the formation of geo- 
graphic industrial groupings of 
supporting and complementary 
entities, motivation to specialise 
through the enhancement of spe- 
cialised training, and the creation 
of a stable, modem, business envi- 
ronment attractive to investment. 
At the company level, businesses 
must be encouraged to compete 
and think strategically. Welcoming 
competition (domestic and for- 
eign) should become engrained in 
the business psyche while search- 
ing for means and methods to 
become competitive, utilising the 
most advanced technology to 
either produce what no one else 
can produce, or using the best 
technology to produce something 
at the lowest cosl Each company- 
in its search for competitiveness 
must determine what it should not 
produce, which is a start because 


Economic Review 



Dr. Yusuf Mansur 

no firm can become competitive 
by producing everything. 

Nations that have stressed the 
comparative approach to building 
their economies have ultimately 
failed and seen the dream of sus- 
tainable development become a 
sustainable mirage. According to 
U.N. statistics there is an inverse 
relationship between the level of 
income in a country (adjusted by 
purchasing power) to the percent- 
age exports in raw materials. In 


ether word*, the larger « of 
raw materials in exports, the >ower 
the real income oi the nation. 
Furthermore, any strategy that 
begins with the comparative 
advantage oflow wages must have 
clear and limed plans to shut away 
from them into the competitive 
advantage of high v slue added anti 
hish w ages. 

Companies and investors who 
think first about pricing the 
good and then think of the market 
or the consumer, who stress the 
duty free side of input- while 
requesting protection: who do not 
know their relative competitive 
position or do not care to know- it; 
who think defensively and ean not 
trust cooperation w ith their com- 
petitors: and view the government 
in a paternalistic sense are think- 
ine from within the old. now 
defunct comparative advantage 
model. It is not easy to change to 
the new model, but if one starts to 
think that success depends on 
what we choose nor to do. then 
he/she would have made a correct 
start. 



Yugoslavia plays clever 
with propaganda game 


By Robert Fisk 

THE YUGOSLAVS know how to play 
the game. They watched the Iranians 
hold America's embassy staff hostage. 
They observed how the Lebanese held 
U.S. hostages and threatened them with 
execution. They noted how Saddam 
Hussein took hostages before the 1991 
Gulf War — the Iraqi military were once 
trained in Yugoslavia — and how the 
Americans always faltered the moment 
one of “their boys” was under threat So 
the Serbs took three of America's sol- 
diers and announced to the world that 
they would be “put on trial” — sure 
enough- on cue, the world's only super- 
power is putting up the yellow ribbons 
again. According to the Serbs, “criminal 
proceedings’' are being instituted against 
James Stone, Andrew Ramirez and 
Steven Gonzales by Jovica Jovanovic, a 
member of the Kosovo Provisional 
Executive Council, the provincial — and 
Serb-run — local authority in Pristina. 
The local Yugoslav 2nd Army Corps 
claimed that the Americans came from a 
“reconnaissance detachment" of the U.S. 
1st Infantry Divisioo stationed in 
Germany. For its part the Yugoslav news 
agency Tanjug carried a report yesterday 
from Skopje, the Macedonian capital 
stating that inhabitants of the 
Macedonian village of Male 
Katarinovac. close to the border, had 
seen the three soldiers cross into Kosovo. 
A villager was quoted as saying: “We 


heard the Yugoslav border guards warn- 
ing them to stop — we were surprised to 
see the Jeep keep on going in the direc- 
tion of Slavojevac village, on the other 
side of the bonder.” NATO is claiming 
that the capture of the soldiers was “good 
propaganda" for President Milosevic. 

But it was nothing of the kind. It was, 
instead, a masterful way of persuading 
America to turn the world's attention 
away from Kosovo's tragedy by demon- 
strating Washington’s real priorities: the 
preservation of American lives. The 
Kosovo Albanians, the execution squads, 
the house-burning and ethnic cleansing, 
and the alleged detention camps — all 
went by tbe board as the world concen- 
trated its attention, not on half a million 
abused Muslims who speak a strange 
language, but on three home-town boys 
who speak English and appeared, bruised 
but very much alive, on Belgrade televi- 
sion a few hours after their seizure. But is 
there a trial? Does NATO — or do the 
American people — really think that the 
mayor of Pristina is going through the 
motions of arran ging a court appearance: 
that amid the chaos of Kosovo a military 
tribunal is going to be formally con- 
vened, complete with judge and jury? U 
seems unlikely, however, dramatically 
the Serbs report it As one Belgrade mes- 
senger. Radomir Diklic. said yesterday, it 
is “part of the theatre of the war.” But he 
added — like many other Serbs — that 
he believed other NATO personnel had 
been taken prisoner, including pilots, but 


that "our military are not releasing all the 
details because they don't want to raise 
tensions." 

As usual, the capture of the American 
soldiers — the BBC. Serbs have noted, 
call it an “abduction" — has played low 
on the Yugoslav news schedules, follow- 
ing long after national television reports 
on Serb refugees from Kosovo. NATO 
bombing that caused three more Serb 
civilian deaths, and the NATO destruc- 
tion of the old girder bridge in Novi Sad, 
which has cut off electricity from much 
of the town and effectively closed the 
Danube to traffic. Serbs in Belgrade are 
now walking the great river bridges in 
Belgrade each night as “human shields" 
against further attacks of this kind in the 
capital. In Yugoslavia, three American 
soldiers do not take precedence over 
these events. More important in Belgrade 
was the appearance of Ibrahim Rugova, 
the Kosovo Albanian leader, with 
Milosevic on Thursday night The gov- 
ernment here has now released a copy of 
a document bearing Rugova’s si gnature 
— the same signature he appended to last 
month's Paris-Kosovo peace accord — 
demanding an end to the air strikes on 
Serbia. He may very well be an unwilling 
guest of Milosevic, but he realises now 
— all too well — that the West will not 
risk a single soldier’s life for the Kosovo 
Albanians who so solemnly trusted their 
fate to NATO. 

— TTi£ Independent 


Footnotes 

THE RECENT decision by the House of 
Lords in Britain to change its own previous 
ruling on the extradition of Chile’s former 
leader Auguste Pinochet to Spain id face a 
multiple list of chaiges, is roost unfortunate 
both morally and legally. While die possibil- 
ity of extradition on a reduced list of charges 
is sfiD open, the House of Lords in effect 
reversed itself by dropping a long Hsi of 
extraditable charges against Pinochet on tbs 
controversial legal premise that only 
offences committed after the International 
Convention Against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment came into effect in 1988 are 
extraditable offences. AH charges pertaining 
to the mass killing, tenure, and extrajudicial 
execution prior to 1988 — no less than 29 
charges — were dropped as non-extradhahfe 
offences. 

This is indeed regrettable from a legal 
point of view and the reasons are straightfor- 
wani Rir starters the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights is part of at feast “sofT 
international law and the House of Lords . 
meeting in its capacity as an appellate court 
should have it taken into oonsideraticttL, 
Article 5 of the declaration stares that . “no 
one shall be subjected to torture or to crpei 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punish- 


ment” 

This is not aH The International Covenant 
on Gvil and Political Rights HCCPR) which 
came into force on March 23, 1976, also 
stipulates in its Article 7 that “ no one shall 
be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment.” 
Even more relevant in the case of Pinochet is 
Article 6 which states that “every human 
bring has die inherent right to life. This right 
shall be protected by law. No one shall be 
arbitrarily deprived of his life." ICCPR is 
considered part of conventional internation- 
al law in view of its widespread ratification 
by the greater majority of states including 
die U.K., Spain and Chile. Why the House 
of Lords failed to take into account the 
ICCPR as a legal yardstick in its delibera- 
tions is puzzling to say the least 

And there is more. The International 
Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of toe Crime of Genocide which 
came into force on January’ 12, 1951 is 
equally relevant and should have also been 
taken into consideration by fee House of 
Lords. There can be no doubt fear part of 
Pinochet’s campaign of tenor against his 
people involved genocide; Article 2 of this 
couvriitibn defines genocide as ‘T ailin g 
membera of fee groqp, causing serious bod- 
ily or mental harm to membere of the group, 
deliberately inflicting on the group coodi- 


Waleed M. Sadi 

turns of life calculated to bring about its 

physical destruction in whole or in part; and 

forcibly transferring children of fee group to 
another group.” Pinochet is charged wife all 
these and they are all extraditable offences 
under feis convention. What were the 
learned members of the House of Lords 
thinking of when they failed to take note of 
this convention which states in Article I that 
“genocide whether committed in time of 
war or in peace is a crime under internation- 
al law” 

I foil then to comprehend how and why fee 
peers in the House of Lords who ruled on the 
Pinochet case have reached a legal conclu- 
sion which is so overtly against internation- 
al law. Why in the wodd did fee House of 
Lords consider their judgement in the light 
of only one convention rather than fe the 
contexts of others that are even more rele- 
vant. I respectfully suggest that the Lords in 
question did not examine the issues fully and 
therefore erred in their recent judgement. 

Too bad there’s no way to appeal against 
the House of Lords decision. What 
insult to injury is that fee House of Lords 
decision has set a bad precedent for the 
application of international law whether 
conventional or otherwise on serious inter- 
national crimes. 


Legal Notes 

Water dispute 
with Israel 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

MEIR BIN Meir. the Israeli 
official responsible for 
water in Israel, stated a few 
weeks ago that owing to the 
drought in Israel the latter 
will not be able to supply 
Jordan with 50 mcm of 
water as stipulated in fee 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty 
of 1994. Let us consider 
shortly the legal position on 
this matter that is to say 
whether Israel may be justi- 
fied this summer not to 
supply all the said amount 
of water to Jordan or only a 
reduced pan of II 
Article 6 of the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty t herein 
after referred to ‘The 
Treaiy") provides as fol- 
lows: 

Wife the view to achiev- 
ing a comprehensive and 
lasting settlement of all the 
water, problems between 
them: 

I — The parties agree 
mutually to recognise the 
rightful allocations of both 
of them in Jordan River. 
Yarmouk River waters and 
Araba/Arava groundwater 
in accordance with the 
agreed acceptable princi- 
ples, quantities and quality 
as set out in Annex IL 
which shall be fully 
respected and complied 
wife. Paragraph 5 of this 
Article provides that: “The 
implementation of both 
countries' undertakings 
under this Article Is 
detailed in Annex II." 

Annex El Titled “Water- 
Related Matters” provides 
in its paragraph titled 
.“Additional Water” feat 
"“Jordan and Israel shall' 
cooperate in finding 
sources For the supply to 
Jordan of an additional 
quantity of 50 mcm/yr of 
water to drinkable stan- 
dards. To this end. the joint 
water committee will 
develop, within one year 
from fee entry into force of 
the treaty, a plan for the 
supply to Jordan of the 
above-mentioned addition- 
al water. This plan will be 
forwarded to the respective 
governments for discussion 
and decision.” 

Paragraph 4(A) titled 
“Operation and 

Maintenance” of Article 1 
of Annex n provides that 
“Operation and 

Maintenance of the sys- 
tems on Israeli territory that 
supply Jordan with water, 
and their electricity supply 
shall be Israel's responsi- 
bility. The operation and 
maintenance of the new 
systems that serve only 
Jordan will be contracted at 
Jordan's expense to author- 
ities or companies selected 
by Jordan. 

The Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty is an international 
one and is governed bv 
international law, as indeed 
Article Two titled "General 
principles of the Trearv” 
provides that: “The parties 
will apply between them 
provisions of fe e 

9^ °f United 
Nations and fee principles 
of international law g0v . 


eming relations among 
states' in times of peace.” 
The treaty was moreover 
duly registered wife the 
Secretariat of fee United 
Nations in accordance w ife 
Article 102 of fee L’nited 
Nations Charter and as 
required by Article 50 of 
fee treaty. 

This treaty falls under the 
Vienna Convention of 
treaties of 1969. Article 26 
of this convention provides 
that: “Even- treaty in force 
is binding upon fee panics 
toil and must be performed 
by them in good faith." 
There is much authority in 
the jurisprudence of fee 
international tribunals for 
the proposition feat fee 
principle of good faith is a 
legal principle which forms 
an integral part of the rule 
“Pacta sun! senanda" feat 
agreements are to be kept 
by fee parties in good faith. 
International law recognis- 
es this rule which applies to 
specific engagements of 
states towards other states 
or fee nationals of other 
states. Moreover Article 25 
titled “Rights and 
Obligations” of the treaty 
provides in its paragraph 2 
feat : “The parties under- 
take to fulfil in good faith 
their obligations under the 
treaty, without regard to 
action or inaction of any 
other party and indepen- 
dently of any instrument 
inconsistent wife this 
treaty...” 

The Jewish state cannot 
invoke fee application of 
Article 29 of fee treaty 
dealing wife settlement of 
disputes either by negotia- 
tions or arbitration, as this 
article refers to disputes 
arising out of the applica- 
tion or interpretation of this 
treaty. It is submitted that 
there is no dispute here 
either as to application or to 
fee interpretation of the 
treaty. 

It can be concluded from 
all the above that Israel 
cannot legally fail to fulfil 
its obligations under the 
treaty. The supply of 50 
mcm by Israel to Jordan is 
an obligation \\ hich should 
be honoured in all circum- 
stances. This obligation is 
parallel to and in considera- 
tion of the division of 
w aters between the parties. 
There are here reciprocal 
concessions from both par- 
ties as to fee division of 
water as can clearly be seen 
in fee Annex 0 on Water — 
Related Matters. This sup- 
ply of 50 mcm to Jordan 
cannot be considered or 
taken alone by itself as It 
corresponds and is related 
10 other obligations and 
concessions undertaken by 
Jordan in the treaty. 
Consequently. Lsrael cannot 
release itself from fee 
obligation to supply Jordan 
'yith fee 50 mcm at any 
time or under anv circum- 
stances. 

The writer was an advocate 
in Palestine in joj-f and. for 
many years . legal officer at 
L iV/?U }4 headquarters in 
Beirut and \7enna 
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Bawwab el-Ghazal excavation uncovers prehistoric 
hunting and herding site at Azraq Oasis 


HOW DID Stone Age 
hunters, gatherers, and 
settled villagers adapt to 
life on the marginal desert 
fringes of Jordan, or 
exploit the rich bounty of 
the desert o'ases at Azraq 
and Jafr? Answers to these 
and other intriguing ques- 
tions are emerging from 
new work on Neolithic era 
settlements (c. 8500-4500 
BC) at the Azraq Oasis — 
adding considerably to the 
knowledge gleaned from 
throughout Jordan during 
the past two decades 
about life and culture in 
this pivotal historical era. 
During the Neolithic Rev- 
olution, as it is called, 
human beings slowly 
made the transition from 
Stone Age nomadic 
hunter-gatherers to per- 
manently settled villagers, 
cultivators, and herdsmen 

— setting the stage for 
village and town life, spe- 
cialisation in human activ- 
ities, and, eventually, 
urbanism as we know it 
today. Some of the largest 
and best preserved 
Neolithic villages in the 
Middle East have been 
discovered and excavated 
in Jordan, including ‘Ain 
Ghazal, Basta, Ba’ja, and 
esh-Sballaf. 

The latest Neolithic site 
to be investigated in Jor- 
dan — Bawwab el-Ghazal 

— is also one of the most 
fascinating, because of its 
location at the Azraq 
Oasis. The site and the 
settlement responded to 
many human needs, due to 
the easy availability there 
of freshwater, grasslands, 
agricultural possibilities, 
wild animals, and stone 
and other raw materials 
for making tools, beads, 
and living structures. In 
fact, the excavators of 
Bawwab el-Ghazal call it 
a “prehistoric site com- 
plex,” due to its multiple 
dimensions and functions. 

The name Bawwab Al- 
Gbazal means ‘doorway 
(or gateway.) of the 
gazelle;’ it probably 
reflects the passage there 
of wild gazelle herds 
heading to or from 
Azraq’s ancient freshwa- 
ter lake. The prehistoric 
site was first identified in 
1997 inside the Azraq 
Welland Reserve, thanks 
to cooperation from the 
Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature, 
which manages the 
reserve. The ancient 
remains comprise a small 
mound, or “mini tell.” in 
the midst of active silt 
dunes near an ancient 
marsh or swamp that once 
formed part of the now- 
dry Azraq Lake. Traces of 
wetland vegetation from 
ancient periods indicate 
that this was once a marsh 
environment in antiquity. 
The closest springs and 
ponds in the area today, 
other than the main site of 
Azraq, are at ‘Ain Soda 
and ‘Ain Qasiyeh, some 
three kilometres to the 
west. 

The Bawwab el-Ghazal 
project team is beaded by 
Philip Wilke and -Leslie 
Quintero, from the Uni- 
versity of California at 
Riverside (U.S.). and 


Gary O. Rollefson, from 
the ‘Ain Ghazal Research 
Institute (Germany), who 
is spending this year as a 
visiting professor at Whit- 
man College (Walla 
Walla, Washington, LJ.S.). 
The work, carried Out in 
cooperation with the Jor- 
danian Department of 
Antiquities, is part of a 
wider assessment 

throughout Jordan of how 
early pastoralist commu- 
nities in the Neolithic 
period adapted to life on 
the desert margin. Other 
related projects are taking 
place in the eastern desert 
region and at the Jafr 
Basin in south-east Jor- 
dan. 

Initial observations of 
the site in 1997 noted 
extensive surface deposits 
of Late Pre-Pottery 
Neolithic B artefacts, 
including an impressive 
number of projectile 
points and stone beads. 
One subsurface probe 
from previous geological 
coring revealed a midden 
deposit nearly a meter 
deep that contained 
numerous animal bones; 
these included bones of 
(probable) domestic goat 
or sheep, and stone tool 
artefacts. Some stone 
alignments were noted on 
the surface of the site. 
Mapping in August 199S 
showed Bawwab el-Ghaz- 
al to measure some 1.25 
hectares in size. 

Surface examination 
suggested that its cultural 
materials dated from the 
Epipaleolithic and Middle 
Pre-Pottery Neolithic B 
(PPNB) periods, and per- 
haps also from the Early 
PPNB and the Pottery 
Neolithic eras (spanning a 
period of over ten thou- 
sand years, from around 
16000 to 4500 BO: A sys- 
tematic collection of stone * 
artefacts on the surface 
produced over 2.000 
chipped stone tools and 
cores, and more than 300 
beads. The beads were 
made of green “Dabba 
marble," a red stone, 
white limestone (?), bone, 
and shell. Over half the 
stone tools were bifacially 
worked knives, • “which 
may reflect a heavy domi- 
nance of butchering and 
hide processing at the 
site," Rollefson said in a 
recent interview. Arrow- 
heads. spearheads, and 
other projectile points 
accounted for 17 per cent 
of the tools; this is more 
than twice the percentage 
of points found at some of 
the large permanent settle- 
ments (such as ‘Ain Ghaz- 
al, in north-east Amman, 
alongside the highway to 
Zarqa). Burins and drills 
were heavily represented 
in the remainder of stone 
tool types collected on the 
surface. 

Excavation results 

The first excavations in 
August 1998 showed the 
earliest identified struc- 
tures to be those of a small 
campsite from the Natufi- 
an period (c. 12000-8000 
BC). located adjacent to a 
disturbed hearth feature. 
The dig revealed several 


hearth-like features and 
tools associated with ani- 
mal remains. 

On the evidence of some 
40 Iunates, many with 
Helwan retouch, the camp 
seems to have been used 
in the Eariy Narufian peri- 
od, around 12000-11500 
BC. Some other Epipale- 
olithic areas were identi- 
fied near the western mar- 
gins of the site, and will 
be excavated in future sea- 
sons. 

The excavation of the 
main Neolithic era mound 
hit bedrock one metre 
below the ground surface. 
The ancient remains 
included heavily burned 
debris that seems to have 
been a dump from the 
repeated cleaning out of 
adjacent fireplaces; it 
included many animal and 
bird bones, sintered flint 
tools, burned calcrete 
stones, basalt pieces, and 
occasional beads. The 
bones are being analysed 
to determine the age of the 
birds, the percentage of 
juvenile mammals (espe- 
cially gazelle), and 
whether there were any 
migratory species. 

These data can help to 
clarify if the Stone Age 
people used this site sea- 
sonally or throughout the 
year, and whether they 
relied more on hunting or 
herding. 

Rollefson said that a 
goat horn core associated 
with a late MPPNB/earlv 
LPPNB Byblos arrowhead 
(c. 6700 - 6400 BC) “adds 
considerable weight to the 
probability that the visi- 
tors to Bawwab el-Ghazal 
at that time were pastoral - 
ists who hunted extensive- 
ly to support themselves 

A bead industry 

The lower (earlier) pan 
of the site revealed an 
intact hearth feature, and 
evidence of bead-making 
operations, such as many 
flint bead drills, stone 
bead blanks, and finished 
stone beads. More than 
200 beads and pendants 
were retrieved from the 
Middle and Late PPNB 
deposits, probably indi- 
cating that the people who 
visited Bawwab el-Ghazal 
for certain parts of the 
year used their time there 
to make beads. 

The evidence for this 
hypothesis, other than the 
plentiful beads them- 
selves, Rollefson said, 
includes several factors: 
many beads were broken 
during the manufacturing 
process; some bead blanks 
in various stages of shap- 
ing before dnlling began 
had been abandoned for 
some reason; the team 
found many bead drills 
and drill bits made on 
burin spalls, while clus- 
ters of burins and burin 
spalls implied the produc- 
tion of spalls to be fash- 
ioned into narrow drill 
bits; many beads were 
made of gastropod shells 
available in the adjacent 
marsh, some of which 
were shaped and cut for 
bead production, and, 
much of the bead-produc- 
tion debris at the site con- 




American and Jordanian university students excavate a stone align- 
ment at Neolithic Bawwab el-Ghazal (photo courtesy of University of 
California at Riverside) 
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Some of the more than 300 beads of red, green, and white stone 
recovered from Bawwab el-Ghazal (photo courtesy of University of 
California at Riverside) 


sisted of the locally quar- 
ried soft, green ‘‘Dabba 
marble.” 

As happened at most of 
the other Neolithic settle- 
ments excavated in Jor- 
dan. the people of 


Bawwab el-Ghazal traded 
raw materials and finished 
products with people from 
other parts of the ancient 
Middle East — among the 
world’s earliest known 
examples of long-distance 


contacts or perhaps even 
commercial trade. From 
the Mediterranean to the 
west or the Red Sea to the 
south came beads made of 
mother-of-pearl, a frag- 
ment of a large clam shell. 


and several 
cowry shells. 

Anatolia in 
the north must 
have been the 
source of near- 
ly 20 fragments 
of obsidian 
blades, since no 
other obsidian 
sources are 
known in die area. The 
blades may have reached 
Bawwab el-Ghazal in 
their finished form, for 
there is no evidence for 
the production of obsidian 
blades at the site itself. 

The surface of Bawwab 
el-Ghazal is also charac- 
terised by numerous stone 
alignments, usually sited 
perpendicular to the pre- 
vailing winds. These were 
probably foundations for 
temporary shelters, with 
locally available stones 
anchoring huts or wind- 
breaks made of reeds and 
branches, Rollefson said. 

Some of these stone 
alignments were excavat- 
ed to reveal low walls sur- 
rounding numerous super- 
imposed surfaces, or 
“floors.” The floors were 
covered with abandoned 
lithic artefacts, rocky rub- 
ble. and animal remains. 

Judcina from the num- 



ber of stone alignments. 
Rollefson said, “multiple- 
family pastoral and/or 
hunting units may have 
used Bawwab el-Ghazal at 
the same time.” 

The apparent presence 
of sheep/goat horn cores 
in these structures, he 
said, indicates that the 
inhabitants maintained 
herds of domesticated 
sheep and probably goats 
during the Late PPNB 
period <c. 6500 - 6000 
BC). 

Rollefson said that 
future fieldwork at 
Bawwab el-Ghazal will 
seek to clarify the rela- 
tionship between the early 
pastoralist people using 
this resource and the per- 
manent populations In ing 
at the major farming set- 
tlements in highland 
regions such as ‘Ain 
Ghazal. 
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Mubarak embarks on Asian tour 
to consolidate economic ties 


CAIRO (AFP) — Trade 
relations between Egypt 
and Asia are expected to 
head the agenda as Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak left Cairo on Sun- 
day for a high-profile visit 
to China, South Korea and 
Japan, 

“This is a very important 
event in Egyptian diploma- 
cy and it will be followed 
by other tours in Asia to 
develop relations,” said 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa, who is accom- 
panying Mubarak on the 
trip. 

The three-nation tour will 
be the first of a series of 
visits that in the future are 
expected to include India 
and Pakistan, he said. 

Trade between Egypt and 
the powerful troika current- 
ly stands at $5 billion 
according to the latest 
available figures and heavi- 
ly favours Asia, said Abdel 
Moneim Seudi, president of 
the Egyptian Federation of 
Industries. 

Egypt exported $500 mil- 
lion worth of goods to the 
trio, primarily textiles, 
while importing $4.5 bil- 
lion worth of goods includ- 
ing cars and electrical 


appliances, he told the 
Egyptian news agency 
MENA. 

“During this visit we will 
focus on finding a balance 
between our imports and 
exports, strengthen busi- 
ness relations and help cre- 
ate new joint ventures,” 
Seudi said. 

The head of the Sixth of 
October industrial zone 
south of Cairo, Haiti Srur. 
said the business delegation 
accompanying Mubarak 
hoped to clinch deals worth 
$400 million in the fields of 
textiles, cement and medi- 
cine. 

Mubarak will be in Bei- 
jing from April 5 to 9 for 
talks with Chinese Presi- 
dent Jiang Zemin on the 
Middle East peace process, 
international and bilateral 
issues and the South East 
Asian financial crisis. 

“China is a great country 
and has a key role to play 
not only in Asia but also in 
Africa and other parts of 
the world in the light of its 
permanent membership in 
the (U.N.) Security Coun- 
cil." Musa said. 

“Egypt believes that 
China has a positive role to 
play in shaping up and 


developing the new world 
order.” Musa said adding 
that Cairo was the first 
Arab and African capital to 
establish ties with China. 

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Sun Yuxi on 
Thursday described the 
Mubarak visit — his first 
since April 1994 — as 
“very important.” 

“The two presidents will 
have an exchange of views 
on the further development 
of friendly relations and 
mutually beneficial cooper- 
ation,” Sun said. 

Mubarak's visit to Korea 
will be the first since Cairo, 
which has historically good 
ties with North Korea, 
opened diplomatic relations 
with Seoul in 1995. 

The volume of trade 
between Seoul and Cairo 
stood at $590 million in 
1997. 

Seoul has around $120 
million invested in Egypt, 
in the oil sector and indus- 
trial projects including car 
manufacturing, and hopes 
the visit will increase its 
investments in Egypt, the 
South Korean embassy in 
Cairo said. 

Late last year South 
Korea presented Egypt with 


a feasibility study to set up 
a “Silicon Valley-type” 
region in the northeastern 
town of Ismailiya on the 
Suez Canal. 

South Korean Prime Min- 
ister Kim Jong-Pil visited 
Cairo in February and dis- 
cussed with Mubarak a pos- 
sible Egyptian mediation 
bid between the two Kore- 
as. 

Mubarak then visits Japan 
April 11-13 for talks on 
bilateral issues and the 
Middle East peace process. 

The foreign ministry in 
Tokyo said Mubarak will 
meet Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi as well as Emperor 
Akihito and Empress 
Mi c hike during the visit, 
which will include a special 
seminar on bolstering eco- 
nomic ties. 

Japan represents 15 per 
cent of Egypt’s imports, 
and five per cent of its 
exports, for a total turnover 
of SI. 06 billion. 

Japan is involved in the 
financing and construction 
of a $188 million suspen- 
sion bridge over the Suez 
Canal to alleviate the 
growth of road traffic in the 
area. 


Palestinians combat 

intellectual property piracy 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— the Palestinian National 
Authority said Sunday it was 
cracking down on compact 
disc and software piracy to uy 
to safeguard intellectual prop- 
erty rights and draw foreign 
investment. 

“We hope our efforts will 
serve as an example to foreign 
franchises, business people 
and international producers 
that we are serious. When we 
talk business we mean busi- 
ness," said Maher A1 Masri. 
Palestinian minister of econo- 
my and trade. 

Masri and a U.S. official 
and industry representatives 
agreed last month to target 
counterfeiters in Palestinian- 
raled areas. 

A U.S. official, who 
declined to be identified, said 
the Palestinian moves 
appeared to indicate a new 
readiness to cope with the 
issue. 

“We are very optimistic that 
this will lessen the amount of 
piracy in the Palestinian 
National Authority and 
henceforth in Israel since 
there is a lot of cooperation." 
said Yohanan Barton, of the 
International Federation of the 
Phorrographic Industry (TFPI). 


Banon said pirated products 
were being produced in Pales- 
tinian areas for sale in Israel. 

U.S. officials, who are 
sharply critical of Israel, have 
also blasted the Palestinian 
National Authority over copy- 
right infringement and urged 
the sides to curb the problem 
together. 


The United States has put 
Israel on its "priority warch' 
list and given it until the end 
of April to pass stronger law s 
and toughen enforcement or 
face possible trade action 

within six months. 

‘The issue of piracy in 
Palestinian territories is infini- 
tesimal compared with the 


problem in Israel." Masri said, 
adding the} were somewhat 
linked. 

•■We bring tn people 
imolved in ihcvc nonius 
ami irf! them p^nt blank to 
stop — otherwise wc will use 
the law to stop them.” he 
added. 


U.S. faults China, EU in latest report on trade barriers 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States has 
described Chinese trade bar- 
riers as “pernicious” and 
warned that “protectionism" 
in the European Union (EU) 
threatened to complicate 
EU-U.S. commercial rela- 
tions. 

The Office of the U.S. 
T rade Representative 
(USTR), in its annual report 
on foreign trade banters, 
also pledged to exert further ■ 
pressure on Japan to deregu- 
late its economy and said 
resistance remained in South 
Korea to trade reforms. 

“China’s interlocking and 
pernicious market access 
barriers with respect to 
goods, services and agricul- 
ture are a serious concern.” 
according to the USTR. 

It cited high tariffs, restric- 
tive licensing regulations 
and investment practices that 
make it difficult for 
exporters to penetrate Chi- 
nese wholesale and con- 
sumer markets. 

Washington is demanding 
that such restrictions be 
eliminated or eased if C hina 
wants to be admitted to the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). 

While die United States 
has been encouraged by Chi- 
nese moves to stamp out 


software piracy, “additional 
efforts must be undertaken to 
address the retailing of pirat- 
ed intellectual property.” 

The USTR characterised 
the U.S. economic relation- 
ship with the European 
Union as “the largest and 
most complex in the world.” 

In particular, the report 
pointed to what it said has 
been an EU refusal to 
acknowledge WTO findings 
that European beef and 
banana import policies are 
discriminatory. 

Such a stance undermines 
the credibility of the WTO 
dispute settlement mecha- 
nism and is likely to bedevil 
EU-U.S. relations in the near 
future, the USTR main- 
tained. 

‘The EU's protectionist 
agriculture policies are likely 
to continue to cause prob- 
lems, unless addressed in 
upcoming multilateral trade 
negotiations,” the • report 
said 

WTO trade ministers are 
due to meet in Washington 
state in November ahpad of a 
new multilateral round of 
trade talks next year.! 

Elsewhere in the report, the 
United Stales complained of 
government subdidies pro- 
vided to EU industries, 
notably aircraft. 


injlustru 


While having successfully 
concluded 35 trade agree- 
ments with Japan since 
1993, the United States is 
looking for additional steps 
by Tokyo that make it easier 
for foreign suppliers to do 
business in Japan, according 
to the USTR. 

Washington “will continue 
to press Japan to implement 
further concrete deregulation 
measures” in such sectors as 
telecommunications, med- 
ical devices, housing, finan- 
cial services and energy. 

In South Korea, the USTR 
complimented President 
Kim Dae Jung for his com- 
mitment to market-oriented 
measures but found that 
“resistance to key trade 
reforms remains.” 

The report highlighted 
impediments to the entry of 
foreign pharmaceuticals and 
recalled that the United 
States had taken complaints 
of South Korean obstacles to 
beef imports and airport pro- 
curement to the WTO. 

It also expressed “long- 
standing concerns about the 
Korean government’s 
involvement and support for 
the Korean steel industry” 
but noted President Kim’s 
willingness to address the 
question. 

The USTR report in addi- 


tion mentioned trade barriers 
in Canada, notably in agri- 
culture and magazine pub- 
lishing. and Mexico, where 
the flow of US. farm prod- 
ucts and telecommunications 
services has been impeded. 

In Tokyo, Japan hit back at 
an annual U.S. government 
report which was critical of 
its trade barriers, dismissing 
the document as “unilateral 
and erroneous." 

Trade Minister Kaoru 
Yosano said of the U.S. 
Trade Representative report : 
“It is meaningful that indi- 
vidual countries point out 
their trade partners’ prob- 
lems and seek solutions to 
them.” 

“But it (the report) is dot- 
ted with unilateral and erro- 
neous descriptions,” ihe min- 
ister told a news conference, 
without giving examples. “In 
addition it uses small U.S. 
market shares in the country 
in question as an index of 
analyses, which does not 
always result in analyses in 
line with international rules.” 

Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi said he was con- 
cerned about the reinstated 
“Super 301" trade weapon 
allowing Washington to take 
retaliatory action against 
countries deemed unfair 
trade partners. 


“I cannot help expressing 
concerns about unilateral 
decision by the United States 
to reinstate the 301 trade 
act.” Obuchi told reporters. 

“I will monitor actions to 
be taken from now on. but 1 
expect the United States to 
follow international rules 
and act prudently and appro- 
priately." the premier said. 

In particular Yosano 
voiced dissatisfaction with 
U.S. complaints against steel 
imports from Japan, arguing 
that Japanese steel exports 
fell sharply from last 
autumn. 

“It is hard to believe they 
will surge in the future,” he 
said. 

The U.S. administration, 
responding to warnings from 
its steelmakers that their 
future is endangered by a 
flood of cheap imports, 
invoked U.S. trade laws to 
announce “anti-dumping" 
duties on shipments from 
Japan and Brazil. 

U-S. trade authorities 
determined that hot-rolled 
steel imports from Japan, 
Brazil and Russia had been 
entering the United States at 
"dumping" prices, that is, 
well below cost of produc- 
tion. 
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THE Daily Crosswor d Edited bjr Wayne Robert WHamaj 


ACROSS 
1 Sourish 
7 Jerkwater 

15 Hand cheese 

16 Protective 
embankments 

17 Data feeds 

18 Bridge supports 

19 Tom ticket 

20 Poflte address 

21 Squirrel away 

22 Up to, briefly 

23 Stent pretest 
message 

27 AfSrmaflve 
comment 

28 Swkch 
positions 

29 Inheritors 

31 Parson bird 

32 From youth to 
maturity 

36 Volcanic flows 

38 Be on cloud 
nine 

39 Circuitry expert 

45 Ocassk of The 
Cars 

46 Germanic 

47 Get the point 

48 Smafl, homed 
viper 

51 Return of 
‘Discovery* 

52 Absorb ending? 

53 UsaasOetto 

55 Bravo" 

56 Johnson of 
■Rowan and 
Martinfs Lautfr- 

57 Unable to tell 
oneptoh from 

60 Mora 

sanctimonious? 

62 Start 

63 Lansburyof 
’Murder, Sha 
Wrote" 

64 One who 
disavows 

65 Pokes fun 

DOWN 

1 Tutor of 
Alexander the 
Great 

2 Steady 

3 Without 



painting 

5 Money from the 
boric abbr. 

6 Romano 

7 Visual 

8 Recount 

9 Poetic 
palindrome 

10 Possesses 

11 Makes a 
decision 

12 Pass along 

13 Funnyman 
Martin 

14 Wormy shapes 
20 Palm starch 

23 of Paris 

24 Grided 

25 Occupant 

abb r. 

26 Propriety 
30 Gander 

33 Greenhouses 

34 Patrons 

35 Sundries 
37 Deed 

40 Have regrets 

41 Repeat oneaefl 


42 Cypress or 
sequoia. e.g. 

43 Keen on 

44 Jordan's 
nickname 

48 Out of bod 

49 ‘Dateline NBC* 
co-host Philips 

50 Terror 


54 Letter after 
alpha 

56 Krip r e-g- 
56 Glamor 

59 End hunger 

60 Stetson or 
fedora, *4- 

61 Washington's 
HI 
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Daily 


Beat 


. A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Despite a drop in production volume, Jordan 
international Insurance posts profit 


** THE JORDAN International Insurance 
Company “was able to achieve acceptable 
results despite the stiff competition and die 
sharp drop in insurance prices" as it posted 
JD21 1348 net profit last year after recording 
JD547.719 in grass losses at the end of 1997. 
The company gave no explanation for the 
results achieved although production fell by 15 
per cent from JD3.4 million in 1997 to JD19 
million during 1998. "Such a drop in the vol- ' 
ume of premiums was due to the conservative 
policy adopted from the beginning of the year 
on most types of insurance" the company said. 

Board Chairman Sami Gammoh told the 
general assembly during an ordinary meeting 
that paid and suspended claims increased last 
year to JD3.4 million from JD3.2 million in 
1 997. Technical reserves declined, as a result of 
the fail in the volume of premiums, from 
JD1 J6 million to JD1.06 million ai the end of 


last year. 

Gammoh indicated that the company earned 
JDI 67.678 in returns on investments compared 
to JDI 18,765 in 1997. He said that the compa- 
ny will continue to liquidate its investment in 
n on-viable shares and to direct its participation 
to those where the company would have a 
direct observation over their operations and 
results. Noting that total investments at the end 
of last year amounted to JDI. 47 million, 
Gammoh mentioned the Jordan International 
Industries and the International Company for 
Silica Industries as examples where the com- 
pany would concentrate its investments. 

According to the annual report, the compa- 
ny's assets totalled JD52 million at the end of 
last year compared to JD4.6 million at the end 
of 1997. Cash in hand and at banks totalled 
JD12 million (Al Ra'i + AJ Dustour + AJ Arab 
Al Yawm + Al Aswaq). 


Arab East Investment lowers capital 
after falling in the red last year 


** THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the Arab 
East Investment Company has endorsed the 
recommendation of the board of directors to 
reduce the firm’s registered capital of JD9.I 
million to become JD43 million which is 
actually the paid-up amount. The general 
assembly also approved in an extraordinary 
session transforming the company from a 
holding firm into a limited public shareholding 
company. 

Board Chairman Ali Suheimat told die 
shareholders that local, regional and interna- 
tional events play an active role in influencing 
economic activities in Jordan. Consequently, 
recession continues to prevail and that has neg- 
atively affected the activities of company in the 
area of investment, he said Suheimat added 


that the company sold most of the shares it 
bought at the Amman Stocks Exchange due to 
the continued drop in share prices. The com- 
pany. he pointed out. achieved JD5 1 ,84 1 prof- 
it from the sale of shares. The balance of the 
shares portfolio at the end of 1998 was 
JDI 9.458. 

The chairman noted that the company’s 
main investments were in tire Arab East Real 
Estate Investments Company which pur- 
chased a number of lands and buildings for fur- 
ther development and resale. 

According to the annual report the company 
posted a JD23.400 loss last year compared to a 
JD29300 profit in 1997. Assets totalled JD4.8 
million of which JD379.I00 were current 
assets at the end of last year t Al Ra’i). 




FORECAST FOR MONDAY, APRIL 5, 1999 


By Linda C. Blacky Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: i March 21 to April 19) You’ve got a massive 
. dose of spring fever today, most likely. You would just 
as soon chuck everything and take off for the woods. If 
you’ve got a job you care about, of course, that’s not a 
veiy good idea. On the other hand, Thursday and Friday 
this week should be good for finding a new job. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) The urge to splurge is 
strong today, and you might be feeling resistant, just on 
general principles. If the deal is really good, go for it. 
An opportunity like this might not come again for quite 
some time. Don’t let anybody push you into anything, 
however. You can tell the difference.’ 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Initial opposition leads 
to a team effort, which should prove to be successful. 
Looks like everything ends well, but perhaps nor in the 
way you envisioned. Be open-minded and ready to 
move quickly. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22 ) Your mind is quick and 
you’ve got good support from people who love you. 
But you’re also up against a major adversary right now. 
This other person wants to order you around, and 
you're finding it hard to comply. If it’s for your own 
good, maybe you should surrender instead. Trust one 
who’s trustworthy. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) Something that looks very 
good for you could look kind of threatening to a person 
you care a lot about. Even though you’ve pretty much 
made up your mind, consult this person for advice, and 
heed the directive to be cautious. It will make you even 
more successful. 

VIRGO: i August 22 to September 22) You could make 
good deal today, but take care. Although you might find 
a good bargain, this item may not be quite what you 
expected. Check it out carefully before you get home, 
so you’ll know what, if anything, you’ll need to fix. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This day should 
be very interesting. Get over your resistance io follow- 
ing another person’s orders and you could learn quite a 
lot. Learning how to play a new game could lead to 
having lots of new friends. Follow a strong leader, and 
enjoy it. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You could 
experience a major transformation today in the way you 
view money. For example, you may generally think of 
yourself as a poor kid, but today realise you're fabu- 
lously wealthy, compared to somebody else. 
Satisfaction is a matter of viewpoint, so today, shift 
yours to a more comfortable position. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This 
ought to be a beautiful day for you, and it's also a good 
day to stan new and better habits. Remember all those 
resolutions you made around the first of the year? Well, 
why not put them into effect right now, while you’re in 
an excellent mood? Get rid of the stuff that causes 
stress, for starters. 

CAPRICORN: i December 22 to January’ 19) There’s a 
lot going on today, but you can keep a low profile. 
Figure out which way the wind is blowing, before you 
decide how to set your sails. Is that too many metaphors 
for one paragraph? Just play it cautious until you see 
who's in control. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 1 8) Your friends 
are the spark of your life and your inspiration today, so 
let them know how much you appreciate them. The 
people you love the most are the ones most likely to be 
taken for granted, except for today, of course. Go ahead 
and get emotional about it. They’ll love it. 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) You can amass 
quite a fortune todav and tomorrow if you play your 
cards right. You’re lucky, of course, and thar always 
helps, but today, skill is required too. Take only a very 
carefully calculated risk. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


Visa card 
use rises 


DUBAI (R) — Despite a wave 
of financial crises in emerging 
markets that have dented the 
global economy over the last 
year. Visa International says 
consumers are not shying away 
from using their plastic. 

Alan Goslar, Visa 
International's executive vice 
president for central Europe, 
the Middle East and Africa, told 
Reuteis that uptake far Visa 
cards seemed to be rising. 

“And in this particular region 
we have an even higher growth 
rate than overall because it is 
quite a young region and the 
markets are still developing” 
he said in an interview on the 
fringes of a forum in Dubai 

Visa said recently that card- 
holder expenditure had 
increased 183 per cent to $13 
trillion in 1998, with die total 
number of transactions up 193 
per cent at more than $1 7.9 bil- 
lion. 

Central Europe, Middle East 
and Africa recorded an increase 
in transactions of 49 per cent on 
1997 to reach 103 million. 

Goslar said areas in the 
region which still had great 
potential that needed to be 
developed included Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and North African 
countries such as Morocco and 
Tunisia. 


Jordanian firms 
win $11.7 million 
of exports to Iraq 


AMMAN (AP) — The 
United Nations has 
approved $11.7 million 
worth of Jordanian exports 
of food and medicine to 
Iraq under the current phase 
of the oil-for-food deal, the 
trade ministry said Sunday. 

The approval brings the 
total value of Jordanian 
exports to Iraq to $429.7 
million since the first six- 
month phase of the U.N. 
oil-for-food programme 
began in December 1996. 


The ministry said the 
delivery of the newly 
approved exports will start 
soon. They include veg- 
etable oil. table salt, deter- 
gents, soap, milk, plastic 
bags and a variety of local- 
ly-made drugs. 

The oil-for-food deal 
allows Iraq to sell limited 
quantities of oil on condi- 
tion the revenue is used to 
buy humanitarian goods for 
its 22 million people. 
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Asian property market nears 
bottom — analysts 


HONGKONG (AFP) — 
Asian property prices are 
expected to bottom out in 
1999 as crisis-scarred 
regional economies begin 
to heal, but a rebound in 
real-estate markets is still 
some way off. analysts 
say. 

As interest rates fall, 
stock market investors are 
already beginning to chase 
up property issues in 
anticipation of a recovery 
in collapsed property val- 
ues. 

“The question is, how 
far ahead should the mar- 
kets look.” investment 
house Salomon Smith 
Barney said in its Asia 
Property Digest. 

“At the trough of a 
cycle, property stocks his- 
torically precede a recov- 
ery in property prices by 
nine to 12 months. “Now’ 
the lead time could be 
longer," it said citing the 
significant fall in prices. 

Asian property markets 
crashed in the course of 
the regional financial cri- 
sis which broke out in 
mid- 1997. 

Property values have 
slumped up to 50 per cent 
due to the crisis blamed 
partly on excessive bank 
lending to the property 
sector, which led to a glut 
of residential and office 
space across the region. 

“Asia's economies are 
still in bad shape.” 
Salomon Smith Barney 
said. “In Hong Kong and 
Singapore, however, a 
decline in the deteriora- 
tion of macro indicators is 
being treated as positive 
news flow, albeit at the 
fringe.” 

“In Malaysia and 
Thailand, progress on 
industry and legislation 
reform is leading to a 
rerating of quality (prop- 


erty) stocks." it said. 

The U.S. investment 
house predicted that resi- 
dential prices will recover 
before other segments of 
the property sector. 

It forecast that Hong 
Kong property prices 
would stay flat in 1999 
and the rates of deteriora- 
tion in Singapore. 
Malaysia and Thailand 
slow ‘dramatically to end 
down only five to 10 per 
cent. 

Mass residential prices 
in the Chinese cities of 
Shanghai. Beijing and 
Guangzhou should 

improve. 

But it predicted that 
regional office prices 
would keep falling due to 
oversupply, forecasting a 
1 0-to- 1 5 per cent drop for 
most “grade-A city mar- 
kets" and a 20 per cent 
decline in Kuala Lumpur 
and Bangkok. 

Office vacancy rates in 
capital cities are expected 
to rise to IO-to-15 year 
highs over the next 12-18 
months, it said. 

The forecast comes at a 
time when regional prop- 
erty developers are reveal- 
ing battered balance 
sheets in the wake of the 
economic downturn, most 
seeing few prospects of an 
improvement. 

Billionaire Hong Kong 
tycoon Li Ka-shing’s twin 
flagships Cheung Kong 
(Holdings) Ltd. and 
Hutchison Whampoa Ltd. 
reported a sharp slide in 
1998 profits. 

Li said last month the 
fall in property and slock 
prices in Hong Kong in 
1998 had been “unprece- 
dented" and warned of 
another tough year ahead. 

“From a macroeconomic 
perspective Hong Kong 
may still have "to face 


some uncertainties in the 
short run and 1999 will 
continue to be a period of 
painful economic adjust- 
ment." he said. 

Singapore developer 
DBS Land Ltd. has 
announced a group loss of 
239 million Singapore 
dollars (SI 39 million) in 
the year to December, 
against a net profit of 
182.4 million dollars a 
year ago. 

“Although market senti- 
ments for "residential prop- 
erties in Singapore have 
improved recently, it is 
expected that the operat- 
ing environment of the 
group will continue to be 
volatile and uncertain, as 
most economies in the 
region are still in reces- 
sion.” DBS Land said. 

In the Philippines, the 
property market will 
remain depressed in the 
short and medium term, 
U.S. credit-rating agency 
Standard and Po"or’s said 
lust week, predicting it 
would have a negative 
impact on the country's 
banks. 

In Malaysia, the proper- 
ty market slump is likely 
to drag on this year, with 
prices in ail segments set 
to face further pressure 
amid economic gloom, 
consultant group C.H. 
Williams, Talhar and 
Wong (WTW) said earlier 
this year. 

Given unsold inventory, 
a strong price uptrend is 
not expected any time 
soon in Malaysia, 
Salomon Smith Barney 
said. 

And in Thailand, any 
recovery is unlikely to 
take place “overnight,” it 
said, citing excess supply 
in the secondary market 
and poor homebuying sen- 
timent. 
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Invitation for Bids 

Sector Educational Project 1 Phase (II) 

Loan No. (Jo-Pi 0) - OECF 

Modernisation of W/SHs of 14 Schools Sub - Project 




Ministry of Education invites interested bidders to participate in tenders listed 
below which are financed through the loan mentioned above. 

Eligible bidders may obtain Tender Documents at Furniture & Equipment Tenders 
Division/Ministry of Education against the payment of the non-refundable fees 
and presenting a valid professional licence, starting from Saturday April 3, 1999 
until closing date June 23. 1999, 11 a.m. (local time). 

Bids shall be deposited in the Bid Box at the Furniture & Equipment Tenders 
Division/M. O. E/or by Mail, not later than closing time. 

(LOT BY LOT BASIS) 



Subject 

No. of lots 

Fees JD 

4/99 

Central Heating Workshop 
Procurement 

One lot 

150 

5/99 

General Mechanics Workshop 
Procurement 

One lot 

25 

6/99 

Welding Workshop Procurement 

One lot 

250 


Chairman 

Of Special Tenders' Committee 
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A LOVE STORY OF STYLE 


DAJANI JEWELLERS 


Am ra Forum Hotel 
Shops. Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Rea! Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdouri.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo ahse 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargem en t 

20x30 cm. . ... ... 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 





Quality Serviced Suites 


♦One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Dally & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5tb Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : cryuai® 50.com. jo 



TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT, 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 



Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 

Telephone: 962-6-5698131 

Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget® go.com.Jo 
An Inrtrprnriinf Rixtgci viMcm lirenw 


JLxx\x<\Jox 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
Open For Lunch & Dinner 
From 12:30 p.m. Until 12:30 a.m. 
German coffee and calces served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Street Tel: 5819730 / 581081 1 
PO Bra 6555, Amman-Ill 18 Jordan 


Wadi Rum Bar 


Looking for a good time 
drop by... 


\<m frlaA4j©sfc 
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Australia, Japan send records 
tumbling in dramatic finale 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The medley relay squads 
of Australia and Japan both 
set new world records as 
the World Short Course 
Championships drew to a 
dramatic close here 
Sunday. 

Japan's talented 

women's quartet Mai 
Nakamura, Mas ami 

Tanaka, Ayari Aoyama and 
Sumika Minamoto 

stormed to a new world 
best of 3 minutes 57.62 
seconds to strike gold in 
their final and cap a bril- 
liant championships for 
the Japanese. 

In the final event of the 
night, Australia's men's 
4x1 00m squad sealed their 
team's place at the top of 
the medal table in emphat- 
ic fashion with a new 
world record of 3:29.88, 
beating the old time of 
3:29.66 set in Gothenburg 
two years ago. 

The Australian quartet of 
Matt Welsh, Philip Rogers, 
Michael Klim and 
Christopher Fydler 

clinched their country's 
’ ninth gold of the champi- 
onships at the Hong Kong 
Coliseum, setting the sev- 
enth world record of the 
meet in the process. 

‘It’s a fantastic way to 
finish the tournament," 
Welsh said afterwards. 
“I'd trust these guys with 
any thing ,’’ he added. 

“But the whole 
Australian team has done 
well over the past four 
days and we're just happy 
to be part of the squad. The 
atmosphere has been 
tremendous,'' he said. 

"We weren't thinking 
about the record at the start 
of the meet. But when the 
squad came together we 
knew we would have a 
chance to go close," Klim 
said. 

American Olympic gold 






Canada’s Przemyslav Pietucha swims at the butterfly leg in a men’s 4xl00-metre 
medley relay heat of the 4th World Short-Coarse Swimming Championships in Hong 
Kong April 4. Canada won in a time of three minutes 35.69 seconds (AFP photo) 

medallist Jenny Thompson squad, whose women have Tanaka said. 


medallist Jenny Thompson 
took three gold medals at 
the championships, win- 
ning the 100m butterfly 
final to end her campaign 
on a winning note. 

But the 26-year-old was 
disappointed not to add to 
her world record tally. ‘1 
was very tired because I’ve 
had a very active meet 
here. But one world record 
and three golds is not too 
bad I suppose. 1 wanted to 
go for the world record in 
the final tonight but I just 
couldn’t find the energy, 
which was a bit disap- 
pointing," Thompson said. 

While Britain's Mark 
Foster was a'strong winner 
in the men’s 50m butterfly, 
picking up his second gold 
of the championships. 

Although Australia were 
the dominant force 
throughout the champi- 
onships, they were forced 
to take a bow to the 


remarkable 


bow to the 
Japanese 


MANAGER 

BUSINESS CENTRE 

Our Board of Directors is seeking a Professional Manager 
with extensive Real Estate Management experience, to 
take charge of a highly prestigious business centre, 
currently in the development stages in Dubai. 

Qualifications : 

• A University Degree in Business Administration 
preferably with MBA degree. 

• Minimum 5 years experience in business & marketing 
management. 

• Must project a professional image with excellent 
communication & human resources skills. 

• Must be totally computer literate. 

• English is a must - written & spoken (Arabic is an asset) 

The incumbent will be felly in charge of all aspects of the 
management of the business centre, and actively 
providing recommendations to senior management 


The position reports to the Board of Directors and the 
compensation package offered shall be attractive for the 
right candidate. 

Please forward a resume post marked no later than 
April 30th 1999, including a recent photograph 
and salary expectations, to : 

Group Director Business Development, 
P.O.Box. 10213, 

Dubai, UAE. 


now blasted their way into 
the world class bracket. 

Japan won three more 
golds, with the world 
record in the relay provid- 
ing the icing on the cake. 
“This world record is for 
everybody in the stadium," 
said Nakamura, who had 
earlier won her second 
gold of the competition 
with a victory' in the 
women’s 200m back- 
stroke. 

But it was Asian Games 
gold medallist Tanaka who 
was the star for Japan dur- 
ing the competition, bag- 
ging four golds. Japan’s 
total of six golds helped 
them to second spot behind 
the Australians in die final 
medal table. 

Tanaka had put in a blis- 
tering breaststroke leg in 
Japan's world record 
effort, and earlier in the 
evening completed a 
cleansweep in the breast- 
stroke events when she 
beat Olympic champion 
Penny Heyns into second 
place in the 100m final. 

“It’s been amazing. Just 
amazing — I couldn’t have 
dreamed anything better to 
win four gold medals and 
set two world records," 
Tanaka said. 

“We have showed that 
Japan has talented swim- 
mers and we are capable of 
competing at this level," 


Vying for Tanaka as the 
outstanding female indi- 
vidual swimmer were the 
Slovak Republic's Martina 
Moravcova, who finished 
with three golds after tak- 
ing the 200m medley and 
freestyle titles. 

“I was a bit tired but I 
could see a few of my fans 
in the stands and that gave 
me a lift in both of the 
finals." Moravcova said. 
“Before these champi- 
onships I had hoped to win 
one gold medal so to win 
three is more than I could 
have asked for." she said. 

Another swimmer left 
feeling weary after an 
eventful championships 
was Australian Grant 
Hackett. Hackett, who set 
a world record in the 400m 
freestyle on Friday, was 
unable to repeat his feat in 
the i,500m final. 

Hackett finished in a 
time of 14:32.87, comfort- 
ably ahead of second 
placed Graeme Smith of 
Britain — who clocked 
14:45.41, but well outside 
his world best of 14:19.55. 

“I'd hoped to attack the 
record but the truth is that I 
was feeling sore through- 
out the race. I was hurting 
for a lot of it but I don’t 
want to make excuses," he 
said. “I just feel I didn’t 
swim a very good race." 


FOR SALE 


Unique building in sweifleh built to accommodate owner. 
Only one apartment available for sale 4th floor. 
365 sq.m. 4 bedrooms, 2 spacious salons, 2 living rooms, 
large kitchen, double glazing and central A/C. 


Price it given after viewing the apartment 
Tel: 5861718 or mobile 079/520670 


GARAGE SALE 

The Australian Embassy is having a 
GARAGE SALE 

of office and home furnishings 
Tuesday, April 6, 1999 
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

All Items offered will be on display and only sealed 
bids will be accepted. 

The successful bidder will be contacted to make 
arrangements for payment and removal of items 

(between 4th & 5th Circles, Tel.: 593 0246/7) 


‘Reform 
needed 
to keep 
Sydney 
sponsors’ 

SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Olympic sponsors may pull 
out of the Sydney 2000 
Games if the International 
Olympic Committee does 
not reform itself, an IOC 
consultant admitted 
Sunday. 

“If the Olympic move- 
ment is unable to make the 
kind of reforms which it 
needs to do. then sponsors 
will be moving back," 
Simon Longs taff, retained 
by the IOC to establish an 
ethics commission, told 
Channel Nine television. 

“They’ll be looking for 
change and I think they can 
reasonably expect the IOC 
to say ‘this is what we're 
going to do to make it quite 
transparent’ and for them, 
that is the corporate spon- 
sors. to be able to assess 
whether those changes are 
having practical effect" 

Six members of the IOC 
were expelled for accept- 
ing bribes, gifts and other 
inducements during Salt 
Lake City’s effort to win 
the 2002 Winter Games. 

Nine members received 
warnings and four others 
resigned. 

Sydney is about AS200 
million (S120 million) 
short of its target for 
Olympic sponsorship. 

A report into Sydney’s 
bid, published last month, 
revealed a series of breach- 
es of Olympic guidelines. 

But Longstaff said it 
could not be likened to 
bribery. 

“This is not corruption in 
the Australian sense as far 
as I can see, which normal- 
ly happens behind dosed 
doors. It's deals done in the 
dark, that seemed to have 
happened in Salt Lake 
City,” he said. 

“In Australia there were 
letters written, it was done 
in letter-head, it was all 
signed, it was put in files 
and then it was released to 
the media. 

“This is something else, 
it’s about people I think not 
quite realising the way in 
which their actions were 
going to be judged and per- 
haps getting used to a pat- 
tern of behaviour which 
had almost become kind of 
unthinking customer prac- 
tice.” 


Boarding School for Girls in England 

St. Mary’s Hall 

Established 1836 

Eastern Road, Brighton, Sussex BN2 5JF 
Tel.: + 44 1273 60 60 61 ; Fax: + 44 1273 62 07 82 

The Headmistress of the St. Mary’s Hall, Mrs. Susan Meek, 
and the Registrar, Mr. Robin Bellerby, 
will be conducting interviews in the Amral Forum Hotel, Amman, 
on Friday and Saturday 9" 1 and 10 th April from 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. and Sunday 11 th April from 9 a.m. until 12 noon. 
No appointment is necessary, 
but you may telephone the hotel to confirm a time 
if you wish — 06-5510001. 

Mrs. Meek was formerly the Senior Mistress at Roedean School, 
and Mr. Bellerby was Principal of Davies’s College from 
1975 until 1990. 

They would be delighted to see former pupils and their families. 
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Alex O'Brien (L) and USA teammate Todd Martin talk to each other during 
David Cup doubles match against British pair Tim Henman and Greg Rusedski m 
Birmingham. The Britons won the match (AFP photon 

France, Brazil advance 
in Davis Cup 


NEMES tAFP) — France's 
Cedric Pioline secured a 
memorable Davis Cup tie 
victory over former 
Wimbledon champion 
Richard Krajicek, to give 
his country a winning 3-1 
lead over Holland in the 
Davis Cup World Group 
first round match here on 
Sunday. 

Pioline played brilliantly 
on the pressure points, 
wrapping up a 6-3. 3-6. 7-5. 
7-6 (7/5). 

France captain Guy 
Foiget. a Davis Cup winner 
as a player, motivated 
Pioline throughout during 
the breaks as the former 
Wimbledon runner-up kept 
his energy up by munching 
bananas. 

A partisan crowd gave 
Pioline a rousing reception, 
silencing the small but 
vociferous orange-clad 
Dutch section of the crowd. 

Krajicek had won the 
opening singies against 
Jerome Golmard on Friday 
with Pioline levelling the 
match against Paul 
Haarhuis. 

But France took the lead 
with Pioline and Guillaume 
Raoux winning the doubles 
against Jan Siemerink and 
Haarhuis. 

Golmard and Haarhuis 
were to clash later in the 
final singles match, ren- 
dered meaningless by 
Pioline's heroics. 

France will be on home 
ground again when they 
take on Spain, who beat 
Brazil, in the quarter-finals 
from July 16-18. 

Kuerten wraps up 
win for Brazil 

In Lerida. former French 
Open champion Gustavo 
Kuerten wrapped up a 
Davis Cup World Group 
first round win over Spain 
here Sunday, beating Carlos 
Moya 6-2, 6-4. 6-1 to give 
the Brazilians a decisive 3-1 
lead. 

Kuerten had set the ball 
rolling Friday by beating 
Alex Corretja in straight 
sets and then teamed up 
with Jaime Oncins to beat 
Conetja and Albert Costa in 


a five-set doubles battle. 

World No. 2 Moya had 
given the Spaniards a ray of 
hope by winning his open- 
ing singles rubber Friday 
against Fernando Meliceni 
in four sets. 

Kuerten, currently ranked 
18 on the ATP computer, 
was as good as his word 
having asserted before the 
match that he was feeling 
happier with life than ever. 

That was plainly evident 
as he brushed Moya aside in 
100 minutes having picked 
up the opening set in just 
half an hour after breaking 
Moya in the fourth game. 
Afterwards the disappoint- 
ing Spaniard just wilted. 

Moya rallied briefly in the 
second set but again 
Kuerten ground him down 
after breaking in the ninth 
game. 

In the third and final set. 
Kuerten doggedly forced 
Moya on to his weaker 
backhand to wrap up the 
match and the tie against 
opponents who were semi- 
finalists a year ago. 

"Kuerten was just unbeat- 
able on the clay today" 
admitted a disconsolate 
Moya, himself □ clay spe- 
cialist. 

The Spaniard has a poor 
record against Kuerten with 
just one win in five meet- 
ings. 

Kuerten said he had made 
up his mind to play an 
“intelligent tennis while 
conserving my energy. 

"I felt inspired today." he 
said. "If I can keep this up I 
think I can improve my 
ranking. I'm playing belter 
with every game." added 
the Brazilian, who flirted 
with the top ten in late 
1997. the year of his French 
Open victory. 

Spain now must face 
World Group relegation 
playoffs in September 
Corretja and Meliceni 
were to play the final acad- 
emic reverse singies later 
Sunday afternoon." 

Slovaks eliminate 
Sweden 

Slovakia on Sundav 
dumped holders Sweden 


out of the Da% is Cup. Karo! 
KuceraN 1-6. 6-3. 6-2. 6-4 
win over Thomas Enqvist 
giving the Slovaks an unas- 
sailable 3-1 lead in their 
world group first round 
match. 

Slovakia had made the 
perfect start on Friday by 
taking both singles matches 
with Kuccra and Dnminik 
Hrbaty recording victories 
over Thomas Johansson and 
Swedish No. 1 Enqvist 
respectively. 

The Swedes fought bock 
to win Saturday's doubles 
rubber, w hich Nicklas Kuhi 
and Jonas Bjorkman took 
acainst Kuccra and Hrbatv 
4-6. 7-6 1 7/2 1. 6-7 itt»i. 6- 
1.6-3. 

Slovakia’s win was sweet 
revenge for 12 months ago. 
when they let the Swedes 
off the hook, going down 3- 
2 in Bratislava ha\ inc led 2- 
0. 

Hrbaty was to play 
Johansson in the final 
reverse singles. " 

Ferreira gives 
S. Africa victory 

It look Wayne Ferreira 
two hours and 46 minutes of 
intense tennis to give South 
Africa its first Davis Cup 
u in in two years on Sunday. 

The World No. 30 came 
back from two sets to one 
down to quell Belorussian 
Vladimir Voitchkov 6-0. 4- 
6. 3-6. 6-2. 6-4 in their 
Euro- Africa Zone Group I 
lie at the Rondebosch courts 
here. 

w ith South Africa already 
2-1 up against Belarus 
going into Sunday. 
Ferreira's victory put the 
country into a promotion- 
relegation tie for a berth in 
the Worid Group front 
September 24 to 26. The 
draw for that tie will be 
made in London on 
Thursday. 

With the contest decided. 
David Nainkin played a 
dead rubber against junior 
Sergei Samoseiko Sunday 
altemoon. which he won 6- 
2.6-2 to give South Africa a 
4-1 victory in the tie. 
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PHILADELPHIA T 


Tom Hanks & 
Edward Bums ...in 


SAVING 
PRIVATE RYAN 

Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 9:15 



arize Cinca 


CINEMA TEL5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


RONIN 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A LITTLE PRINCESS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30 


Leonardo Di Caprio ... in 

TITANIC 


Shows: 12: 15, 3:30, 6:45, 9:45 


ALWADMAHROUS 

BTA'ALWAZLR 


ABDOUN 

www. cns.com.jo/Galleria 


■ 


Histem YanesThdO* 

TEL 4625155 


Shows: 11-30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Tom Hanks & Meg RyanJn 


ABDOUN 

awa '-cns.com.jo/Galleria 

j fackie Qian & Oiris Tucker..in 

! RUSH HOUR 


Patrick Swayze .. in 

BLACK DOG 


YOU'VE GOT M@IL | j Shows: 6:3 °- 8:3 °- 10:30 

1 i THE MAGIC SWORD 


Starting on the Eid... 
tb* political satire 

alsalamal 

Starting at 8:30 p.m 



Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Sports 



Miami Heat forward PJ. Brown hangs on the rim as he dunks for two points in the 
first quarter at Continental Airlines Arena in East Rutherford, NJ (AFP photo) 

Gill’s 11 steals help Nets 
beat Heat; Spurs win again 






EAST RUTHERFORD. 
New Jersey (R) — Kendall 
Gill tied an NBA record 
with 11 steals and recorded 
his first triple-double in 
more than three years as the 
New Jersey Nets posted an 
88-77 victory over the 
slumping Miami Heat on 
Saturday. 

Gill tied the league mark 
set by Larry Kenon of the 
San Antonio Spurs in 1976. 
He added 15 points and 10 
rebounds. 

“I knew I put in a big 
defensive effort, but I didn’t 
know about the record," 
Gill said. “This just shows 
the commitment we've 
made to defence.” Keith 
Van Horn had 27 points and 
10 rebounds and Stephon 
Marbury added 21 for New 
Jersey, which has won con- 
secutive games for the first 
time this season and 
improved to 4-7 under 
interim coach Don Casey. 

Playing without injured 
centre Jayson Williams 
(broken leg), the Nets over- 
came a 24-16 first-quarter 
deficit by holding Miami to 
just 14 points in the second 
and third quarters. 

“When you lose a player 
like Jayson Williams, who’s 
essentially the heart and 
soul of this team, to come 
out and get a win against 
one of the best teams in the 
NBA, it's obviously a great 
feeling of satisfaction,” Van 
Hom said. 

■‘We could not shoot the 
ball today" Miami coach 
^ Pat Riley said. 

The Heat have lost four in 
a row for the first time since 
april 1996 and fell 2 1/2 
games ' behind first-place 
Orlando in the Atlantic 
Division. 

In Toronto, Kevin Willis's 
follow shot with 1 8 seconds 
left and rookie Vince 
Carter’s defence on Mitch 
Richmond in the final 
minute helped the Raptors 
putt, out an 87-85 victory 
over the Washington 
Wizards. 

.After a three- pointer by 
Richmond. Doug Christie 
missed a short baseline 
a jumper for the Raptors, but 
^ Willis grabbed his 11th 
rebound of the game and 
put up a floater that fell 
through to put Toronto back 
on top. 

“I watched the flight of 
the ball and I positioned 
myself to get the ball and 
put the ball back up,” Wilis 
said. “I was in the right 
place at the right time." The 
Wizards again put the ball 
in the hands of richmond, 
who scored 16 of his 28 
points in the fourth quarter. 
Unable to drive past carter, 
^ richmond lofted a shot from 
the right wing that missed 
the rim with 10 seconds 


left. 

“My release wasn’t 
right," Richmond said. 
“Carter jumped so high in 
front of me.” “Today I had 
the opportunity to show my 
defence." Carter said. “I 
just stayed in front of him, 
played good defence and 
that’s the bottom line. He's 
tough and he has a knack 
for scoring. I just wanted to 
stay in from of him and 
make him shoot over my 
head." 

In Portland. Rasheed 
Wallace scored 20 points 
and Greg Anthony a season- 
high 17 — all in the second 
half — to lead the Trail 
Blazers to a 98-93 victory 
over the Phoenix Suns. 

The Trail Blazers have 
won nine of their last 10 
games and are 2 1/2 games 
better than idle Utah for the 
NBA’s best record. They 
also improved their league- 
best home record to 16-1. 

In San Antonio. David 
Robinson returned from a 
one-game absence and col- 
lected 19 points and 13 
rebounds as the Spurs 

coasted to their fourth 

straight win, a 103-82 
pounding of lowly Los 
Angeles. 

■Die Spurs have won 16 of 
their last 18 games. 
Robinson missed 

Thursday’s win over 

Vancouver with a left knee 
injury. 

San Antonio moved into a 
second-place tie with 

Houston in the Midwest 
Division. 1 1 12 games 

behind Utah. 


At Detroit, Penny 
Hardaway scored a season- 
high 30 points and Darrell 
Armstrong added 16. 
including five straight dur- 
ing a 20-3 third-quarter run 
that lifted the Orlando 
Magic to a 92-77 victory 
over the Pistons. 

Magic coach Chuck Daly 
took parr in pregarae cere- 
monies honouring the 
Pistons championship 
teams of 1989-90. Daly 
coached Detroit to back-to- 
back titles. 

At Los Angeles, Donyell 
Marshall scored 14 points 
and the Warriors led virtual- 
ly from start to finish en 
route to a surprising 81-76 
victory over the mistake- 
Prone Lakers. 

Bimbo coles added 13 
points for Golden State, 
which led by as many as 17 
points in the third quarter 
before holding on for its 
first road win over the 
Lakers since April 12, 
1994. 

Dennis Rodman picked 
up his first ejection in a 
Laker uniform, collecting a 
pair of technical fouls with 
2:04 remaining. He com- 
mitted a hard foul on John 
Starks to pick up the first 
technical and was ejected 
when he continued to ques- 
tion the call. 

In Minneapolis. Kevin 
Garnett scored 24 points 
and grabbed 10 rebounds to 
lead the Timberwolves to 
their third straight win, 
105-96 over the 
Sacramento Kings. 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED & UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS 

■ Three bedrooms 
CH & telephones 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds’ Garden (Shaer Building) 
Tel: 5667862 - 079/550504 


Executive Secretary Wanted 

Diplomatic Mission requires Well-Organized 
Ambassador's Secretary with University Degree, 
Excellent English, Translation and Computer knowledge. 

Those interested, send your CV in English with a 
recent photo to: P.O. Box 3060 Amman 11181 Jordan, 
Telephone No. 5930745/6 


Super Deluxe Furnished Apartments 
For Rent in Sweifieh 

3-bedroom apartment with utilities in the third floor, provided with 
separate telephone, satellite, stereo and heating. Location: from 5th 
Circfe towards Abdoun, cross the first traffic light then turn to the first 
right street then turn to 5th left street and proceed until the cross 
streets, 9 Amin B Momany Sir. Period of rent: Annual or monthly 
For more information call TeL: 5928092, 4642072, 5926457 


For Rent Fully Furnished 
Ground Floor Flat (Suitable for Diplomats) 

Located In Shmalsanl/Rabia area. 

Consists of big garden, garage, 250 sq.m., 3 bedrooms (one 
master), 4 bathrooms, maid's room, living room, breakfast 
area, dining & guests hall, gunroom, phone. 

Interested tenants, 
please call 5602883/ 079/574437 
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Hasanein scandal rocks bodybuilding 

Jordan awaits IFBB confirmation to ban champion 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Officials head- 
ing the sport of bodybuild- 
ing in die Kingdom are 
expecting a tumultuous 
week ahead after recent 
repons that Jordan’s cham- 
pion Mustafa Hasanein test- 
ed positive and was disqual- 
ified from a championship 
that was held in Turicey last 
year. 

The scandal rocked the 
sport after the media 
obtained official figures 
from the International 
Body-Building Federation 
I, IFBB) which indicated that 
Hasanein was not among 
the medal winners at the 
1998 IFBB Men's World 
Amateur Body-Building 
Championships in Izmir Iasi 
November. 

The controversy, which 
was first reported by a local 
Arabic daily this week, 
noted that despite six 
months since the champi- 
onship was held in Turkey. 
Jordan's Body-Building 
Federation (JBBF) seems to 
have been the last to know 
about this result. 

Official results obtained 
from the IFBB made no 
mention of Hasanein, as 
first place went to the 
Russian bodybuilder 

Serguei Chelestov while the 
silver medal was won by 
Ukraini an O leg Protas. 

The IFFB results noted 
that the final placements 
differ from those originally 
posted and reflect results of 
the doping control tests con- 
ducted on medallists after 



Mustafa Hasanein 
the finals. 

The results made not indi- 
cation to Hasanein who then 
claimed that he was 


crowned as the above 95 
weight champion. 

Following his arrival to 
Jordan in November, 


Hasanein received a hero’s 
welcome and met with sport 
officials headed by then 
Minister of Youth and 
Culture Talal Sata’an A1 
Hasson and JBBF President 
Abdul Mun’em Abu Touk. 

Abu Touk told the Jordan 
Times that the federation 
has received nothing from 
the IFBB indicating that 
Hasanein was disqualified. 

“We have contacted the 
IFBB in the past two days to 
inquire about the matter and 
until this moment we have 
not received any informa- 
tion that Hasanein was dis- 
qualified," Abu Touk said. 

He said the Jordanian fed- 
eration has a video tape of 
the time when Hasanein was 
crowned champion of the 
above 95 weight category. 

“Usually blood samples of 
those won the first three 
places are taken for doping 
tests which need two 
months to be analysed," he 
added. 

“We do not know if the 
IFBB has sent us the results. 
But I can assure everybody 
that the JBBF has not 
received the results of the 
test and we do not know 
why it has not reached us so 
far," Abu Touk said. 

He indicated that be will 
contact IFBB President Ben 
Weider for more details 
about the disqualification of 
the Jordanian champion. 

Abu Touk said that he 
phoned Hasanein yesterday 
and the latter denied using 
performance enhancing 
drugs during the champi- 
onship. 


Hasanein will not be 
allowed to take part in any 
domestic or international 
contests if the IFBB proves 
that he used banned sub- 
stances. 

Hasanein. who resides in 
Austria, was favoured to 
clinch the gold medal for 
Jordan in the upcoming 
Pan- Arab Games. 

Jordan's best achievement 
in bodybuiiding was 
Hasanein's third place fin- 
ish in 1994 World 
Championship held in 
China. 

Last year. Jordan's 
weightlifting champion 
Ayed Khawaldeh was dis- 
qualified from the Asian 
Games contests which were 
held in Bangkok in 
December after testing posi- 
tive. 

Khawaldeh tested positive 
after setting a new Arab 
record in the 56-kilo- 
gramme class. The Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA) rep- 
rimanded the Jordan 
Olympic Committee after 
Khawaldeh was found to 
have taken the diuretic 
Triamderene in a random 
test following which he was 
immediately disqualified 
and expelled from the 
Games Village. 

The OCA handed the mat- 
ter to the sport’s governing 
body to impose an interna- 
tional suspension which 
will bar him from the Pan- 
Arab Games. 



1 SCOREBOARD 1 

FIFA World Youth Championship 


Gro up. A . 
Germany 4 
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D. La Coruna 1 

Atletico Madrid 

I ■ 

R_ Santander 0 

Valencia 

1 

French League 
Toulouse 0 

Bordeaux 

3 

Lyon 2 

Metz 

0 

Lens 0 

Le Havre 

1 

Nantes 2 

Auxeire 

2 

Nancy I 

Strasbourg' 

T 

Paris SG 0 

Montpellier 

1 

Lorient 3 

Bastia 

1 

Sochaux 0 

Rennes ' 

3 

Monaco 1 

Marseille 

2 

Belgian League 
Sl Truiden 4 

Ostend 

0 

Beveren 1 

Charleroi 

2 

Mouscron 3 

• Kortrijk 

7 

Wester] o 1 

• • Genk 

I 

Harelbeke 5 

Aalst 

0 

Lommel 0 

Lierse 

0 

FC Brugge 1 

Gent 

0 

G. Hkeren ' “ 0 

Standard Liege 

1 

Anderlecht 1 

Lokeren 

1 

Dutch League ' 
PSV Eindhoven 3 

Ajax 

1 

NAC Breda 2 

Willem n Tilburg 2 . 

RKC Waalwijk 0 

Vitesse Arnhem 

2 

German League 
Schalke 04 2 

VfL Wolfsburg 

0 

I860 Munich 1 

Nuremberg 

2 

Hamburg SV 2 

SC Freiburg 

1 

Werder Bremen 0 

Hansa Rostock 

3 

B. Dortmund 2 

Bayern Munich 

2 

VfB Stuttgart 0 

MSV Duisburg 

0 

Kaiserslautern 0 

B. Leverkusen 

1 

Italian League 
Bari 1 

AS Roma 

4 

Em poll 1 

Juventus 

0 

Lazio 0 

AC Milan 

0 

Parma I 

Cagliari 

1 

Perugia 0 

Bologna 

0 

Piacenza 4 

Udinese 

3 

Vicenza 1 

Sampdoria 

0 

Inter Milan 2 

Fiorentina 

0 



FOR SALE 


DUTY FREE SPORT CAR 
OPEL CALIBRA 2.0/1991 
TEL: 079/540308 





ANNOUNCE THE J1ART OF IT I 
SPECIAL TOUR/ TO 

JERUJMEM & BETHLEHEM 

[EXCELLENT & ATTRACTIVE PROGRAM/ 
YET AT A VERY MODERATE PRICE/ 

u, FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US 
AT Til. 5520371 

AMRA HOTEL SH0PPIN6 CENTER ~ 4 


Hingis, Kournikova reach final 


HILTON HEAD, South 
Carolina (AFP) — For the 
second Sunday in a row, two 
teenagers will be battling for 
a WTA Tour singles atle. but , 
neither won is ' : ‘ named * 
Williams. 

Top seed Martina Hingis 
of Switzerland advanced to 
her fourth final of the year 
Saturday by whipping third 
seed and current doubles 
partner Jana Novotna of the 
Czech Republic 6-2, 6-3 at 
the $1.05 million Family 
Circle Cup. 

Seventh seed Anna 
Kournikova of Russia, who 
teamed with Hingis earlier 
this year to win the 
Australian Open doubles 
title, reached her second 
career singles final by get- 
ting past sixth seed Patty 
Schnyder of Switzerland 6-7 
(5/7). 6-0, 6-3. 

The 18-year-old Hingis. 


who improved to 9-3 life- 
time against the reigning 
Wimbledon champion, has 
not won a. title stnce_ 
■Fehmarywlat the RathRacifie«w 
0|)en in Tokyo. 

A week before that, Hingis 
captured her third consecu- 
tive Australian Open crown. 


She also reached the final of 
the Sydney International in 
Australia die second week of 
January but lost to American 

A winner here in 1997, 
Hingis will be gunning for 
her 22nd career WTA Tour 
title. 


With 

experience 
and have 
minimum 

uss 

15 thousand. 
University 
graduates, 
professionals 
with 
diploma/ 
certificate. 




IMMIGRATION TO 

CANADA 


• INVT.STOHS ♦ CNTREPRCNCGRS * DUSINESSKtN 

• CONTRACTORS ♦ TSGINCCRS * MANAGERS 

] ♦ PROGRAMME ITS ♦TECHNICIANS ♦ JOURNALISTS 

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS ♦ PATHOLOGISTS ASS. ♦ ECONOMISTS 

Also m . i n y other occupations that cannot bi; listed here. 


Lc Meridian Hotel in Amman 
Tel: S696511 

from 5”' April 1999 up to 11"' April 1999. 


WAfHliCiMA: 

A.ILM IMMIGRATION CONSULTANTS 
i McGU, Suit* 500, Montreal, PQ, H2Y 2Gl Canada 
Tali (514) 876 - 1073 Fax: (514) 876-1073 
E-mallx ammconsuCtotal.net 


Please join us at the opening of 

a unique exhibition of 

Hand-painted Ostrich Eggs 

depicting wild animals of Jordan 

by ‘Oraib Sakkijha 

■ r ’ 

Wednesday 7 April 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

on sale at Jordan River Designs 

at 6th left turn off Rainbow St. from 1st Circle, Jabal Amman 

Exhibition lasts thru Tue. 13 April 
(8 a.m. -7 p.m. daily; 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Fri.) 

For details cal! 

WadrDana Nature Shop 4655346 
The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 

helping nature, helping people 
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Syria slams U.S. sanctions on 
arms firms, Assad to visit Russia 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria on 
Sunday condemned US. sanc- 
tions against three Russian 
firms for supplying anti-tank 
weapons to Damascus as Pres- 
ident Hafez Assad prepared to 
visit Moscow to boost bilateral 
ties, officials and diplomats 
said 

Diplomats said Assad would 
visit Moscow on April 13 for 
talks with Russian leaders on 
ways of promoting cooperation 
in all fields in addition to the 
stalled Syrian-Israeli peace 
negotiations. 

The talks are expected to 
cover military as well as eco- 
nomic and political coopera- 
tion between Syria and 
Russia," one diplomat said 

A trip to Moscow by Assad 


had been planned for a long 
time but the April date was 
fixed recently, diplomats said 

The official Syrian daily A1 
Baath, otgan of the ruling 
Baath party, described the 
sanctions as a result of a cam- 
paign by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s Likud 
Party against Syria prior to the 
Israeli general elections in 
May. 

It said the U.S. action was 
also part of what it called 
Washington's attempts to pro- 
mote its role as the sole axis in 
the world. 

"In addition to its full support 
for Israel it is dear that the U.S. 
is trying to promote its role as 
the sole axis in this world" A1 
Baath said 


“This was clear in 
Washington's retraction from 
its pledge to play the role of an 
honest broker in the Middle 
East peace process and its uni- 
lateral decisions to launch mili- 
tary strikes [against Iraq and 
Yugoslavia] away from the 
UN. Security Council" the 
paper said 

“According .to the American 
and Israeli concept, Israel could 
continue to possess and devel- 
op all types of amis including 
weapons of mass destruction 
not to defend itself but to attack 
others including Syria," A1 
Baath said 

Syria has held sporadic peace 
talks with Israel since 1991 but 
the negotiations broke off in 
early 1 996 without making tan- 


gible progress on the fine of the 
Golan Heights, occupied by 
Israel in 1967. and future ties. 

Russia, which has con- 
demned the U.S. sanctions, 
said on Sunday that 
Washington’s action would 
further sour bilateral relations 
with Damascus. 

A statement by Russia’s for- 
eign ministry bitieriy blamed 
Washington for what it 
described as an attempt to 
replace international law with 
its own legislation. 

The US. sanctions, 
announced on Friday, will 
affect the Tula Design Bureau, 
the Volsky Mechanical Plant 
and the Tzniitochmash 
Company which were accused 
of supplying weapons to Syria. 


Christians, 
Muslims 
clash in 
Nazareth 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Tensions between 
M uslims and Christians in 
the town of Nazareth erupted 
into riots on Easter Sunday in 
which at least 27 people were 
hurt Israeli police said 
Authorities briefly closed 
the main road in die town 
where the scriptures say Jesus 
lived Police battled to break 
up clashes over a disputed 
tract near the Basilica of the 
Annunciation, the holiest 
Christian site in the Arab city. 

Police spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin said 27 people and 
several policemen were hurt 
and one rioter was arrested 
The head of the Roman 
Catholic church in file Holy 
Land Latin Patriarch Michel 
Sabbah. appealed in an Easter 
message for “prudence and 
calm” to ease communal ten- 
sions between Christians and 
Muslims in Nazareth and 
Palestinian-ruled Bethlehem. 

Menuhin said Muslims 
want to build a mosque ai the 
disputed Nazareth site, near 
the grave of the nephew of 
Saladin, the Muslim leader 
who ousted the Crusaders 
from the Holy Land in the 
12th century. They have been 
manning a protest tent there. 

The Nazareth municipality 
wants to build a public square 
at tiie sire for pilgrims to 
mark the start of 
Christianity's third mUletim- 
um. 

Speaking at the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre in 
Jerusalem's walled Old City, 
Sabbah called on “the silent 
majority" to come out to 
solve “problems that are 
caused by few.” 

The church is the tradition- 
al burial place of Jesus. 

“We refuse all kinds of 
aggression directed against 
our people, be it disregard of 
our dignity or negligence of 
our existence as Christians 
who are firm in our duties 
towards our people... and 
brother Muslims, Jews and 
Christians," he said. 


Egypt moves toward cancelling 
loophole for rapists in legislation 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has 
taken a first step toward remov- 
ing a law that exempts a rapist 
from punishment if he marries 
his victim, a cabinet ^okesman 
said Sunday. 

The Egyptian cabinet voted 
to adept a bill cancelling penal 
code section 291, which allows 
a rapist to escape the conse- 
quences of his act by marrying 
his victim, following an outcry 
by women’s groups in 
December: 

President Hosni Mubarak 
has been championing the 
change, which must be 


approved by parliament in 
order to take effect 
The bill received cabin® 
backing Saturday, one day 
before a court in northern 
Egypt sentenced an unem- 
ployed 27-year-old man to 
death Sunday for kidnapping 
and raping a three-year-old girL 
Justice Minister Farouk Seif 
Al Nasr was quoted by thegov- 

emment newspaper AI Ahram 

Sunday as sayiqg dm “the gen- 
eral feeling is that tins section 
encourages rapists and is bad 
for women’s security” 

In December, prosecutors 


freed three rape suspects after 
one of them offered to many 
the victim and she accepted. 

Women's groups were out- 
raged and demanded the annul- 
ment of section 291. 

Rape victims tend to accept 
offers of marriage from their 
attackers to minimise the dis- 
grace to their family. 

Section 291 “was adopted 
under Britain’s occupation of 
Egypt," Egypt’s top Muslim 
official. Mufti Nasr Farid 
Wassel said in January. He 
added that the law was in 
“urgent" need of change. 



MARATHON IN PARIS: A 
on Sunday. Julius Ruto of 
photo) 


homeless man participates in the 23rd Paris Marathon 
Kenya won the event in 2 hours. Smin 10 seconds (AFP 


Iraqi wounded in U.S., U.K. air attack 9 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — An Iraqi 
was wounded in U.S. and 
British air raids Sunday on mili- 
tary and civilian sites in sotahem 
Iraq, a military spokesman in 
Baghdad said. ’ 

Iraqi aircraft “forced" tire 
attacking planes “to flee” toward 
their bases in Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, the Iraqi anti-aircraft 
defense spokesman said. 

U-S. and British warplanes 
“bombed civilian installations" 
and anti-aircraft defense posi- 
tions in southern Iraq, “wound- 
ing atitizen," he said, quoted by 
the official IRA news agency. 


He did not say whether die 
wounded person was a soldier or 
a civilian. 

The raids were conducted bv 
US. F-14, F-I5. F-16 and F-IS 
aircraft and British Tornadoes, 
over the soufeem provinces of 
Basra and Xasariya. 

They were arrayed in 13 for- 
mations and earned out 26 sor- 
ties. starting at 1:35 pro. (0935 
GMT). Twenty-two sorties were 
launched from Saudi Arabia and 
the rest from Kuwait, the 
spokesman said. 

“Our interceptors confronted 
them, forcing them to Dee at 


3:53 pm [1 153 GMT] toward 
die bases they took off from in 
Saudi Arabiaand Kuwait 
He called the Kuwaiti and 
Saudi leaders who allowed the 
allied aircraft to use their territo- 
ry “oaitocs who are participating 
in die U.S. and British pkx 
against Iraq." 

'Skirmishes between allied air- 
craft and Iraq resumed Friday 
after a two-week lull 
Iraq said Friday that a crude od 
facility along a southern pipeline 
had been destroyed in an attack 
by allied planes. 

But oil exports were continu- 


ing under emergency arrange- 
ments. the oil ministry said. 

US. and British aircraft regu- 
larly patrol no-fly zones over 
northern and southern Iraq. 

The southern zone was estab- 
lished in August 1992 in an 
anempt to prevent attacks on the 
Shiite population, while a north- 
ern zone was set up in April 
1 991 to protect the Kurdish pop- 
ulation. 

Iraq does not recognise the 
legitimacy of the no-fly zones, 
which were not established by 
specific L\N. resolutions, and 
has vowed to oppose them. 


Families bring accusations of unethical 
autopsies, cover-up against Israeli army 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The father of fallen 
soldier said on Sunday that 
array doctors used his son’s 
body to practice medical tech- 
niques and then tried to cover 
it up. 

The accusations have 
sparked a media debate 
between parents concerned 
about the sanctity of their 
sons’ bodies and army doctors 
who say the practice is neces- 
sary to teach live-saving tech- 
niques. 

Haim Buzaglo, who is also a 
doctor, said the array went 
ahead with training in resusci- 
tation techniques on his son’s 
body after it failed to get the 


family’s permission to do so. 

Zeev, 19, died in a training 
accident 

Buzaglo first noticed a scar 
on his son’s neck ai Zeev’s 
funeral two years ago. but said 
he thought it was from 
attempts to resuscitate him by 
cutting an incision in his throat 
to allow air to enter his lungs. 

A military report released 
four months ago revealed that 
no such procedure was pier- 
formed and Buzaglo asked a 
military tribunal to investigate. 

Police spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin said police were also 
investigating Buzaglo's 
charges. 

Buzaglo said the operation 


was performed at a pathologi- 
cal institute just hours after he 
and his wife signed a form 
denying the army permission 
to operate on the body. 

The army spokesman said in 
a statement that it was investi- 
gating the issue, but that it 
does not perform operations 
without consent from the 
deceased’s families. 

Nonetheless, the army 
defended the practice. 

“Through the process of 
operating on cadavers, doctors 
succeeded in carrying out 
operations that saved lives,” 
the army said 

Army Surgeon General 
Arieh El dad said that the need 


to save lives outweighed reli- 
gious considerations. 

“I’m very afraid that in our 
straggle for the sanctity of the 
body of a deceased person, 
we’re deciding against the 
sanctity of life,” he told army 
radio. 

Buzaglo, who served in the 
army's reserve medical corps 
for 13 years, said such 
defences infuriated him. 

“You don’t need to practice 
on a body to leam resuscita- 
tion." he said 

Jewish law prohibits autop- 
sies under almost all circum- 
stances, and many Israelis 
oppose the technique. 


Sweden tackles issue of nuclear waste burial 


By AbigaS Schmelz 

Reuters 

STOCKHOLM — Writing a letter to 
our descendants 254)00 years in the 
future may seem more like a science fic- 
tion plot than a problem to ponder today. 

But fbr Swede Mikael Jensen, the puzzle 
is not so far off. 

Sweden, with its high environmental 
standards, is closer than any other coun- 
try, with the possible exception of 
Finland, to deciding a long-term solution 
for dealing with nuclear waste. 

Scientists in Sweden are designing a 
deep underground vault where the waste 
can cool off. But spent fuel rods can take 
up to KXXQOO years until they are at lev- 
els which occur in nature. 

That’s why Jensen needs to think 
about a “Do Not Disturb” Wanting read- 
able thousands of years from now to pre- 
vent anyone from entering the poisonous 
cavern. 

A sign has to be ominous enough to 
scare people away and prevent anyone 
from thinking it fades a valuable trea- 
sure. 

Language may be completely changed 
or orderly society may cease to exist, 
wiped out by war. disease or a meteorite, 

•‘People speculate that if society is ai a 
high level they will understand every- 
thing. If society is at a low level, they will 
net drill — notiting will happen." Jensen, 


a physicist at Sweden's Radiation 
Protection Authority SSI tokl Reuters. 

“But if something happens, and we 
still have the equipment, but not the 
knowledge — that’s when it gets dan- 
gerous." 

Jensen favours both marking the site 
with a sign and maintain ing archives to 
explain further to scientists exactly what 
the location, contents and design of the 
repository are. 

The aim would also be to help scien- 
tists — who may have abetter method of 
dealing with nuclear waste — find the 
she. 

Some of Jensen's studies included 
research into the world’s oldest archives 
— ai the Vatican — where documents 
have been meticulously preserved fbr 
more than 800 years. 

“An argument against the archive is 
that we’re expecting another Ice Age in 
Sweden within 10,000 yeas to cover us 
in three kilometres of ice- fbr tens of thou- 
sands of y ears," Jensen said. 

A surface marker could show different 
degrees of complexity, starting from a 
primitive danger sign and advancing to 
the full scientific formulas describing 
what is there. 

It could be plastic chips at different lev- 
els underground to ward off drillers or a 
dangerous looking landscape of spflees- 

Sdentists will narrow down the choice 
to one site in Sweden, where detailed 


research will start, in about 10 years. 

Until then the waste is in medium-term 
storage where it is safe for at least 70 
years, about 15 of which have passed, 
unless the facility is upgraded 

The first step in a lengthy process of 
building a repository is finding a site. In 
a referendum on one proposal, residents 
of the northern dty of Mala decided by a 
narrow margin not to accept nuclear 
waste in their backyard. 

Part of the reason for the “no" vote was 
campaigning by the environmental 
group Greenpeace which says scientists 
cannot prove a repository is safe and 
waste should be kept on the earth’s sur- 
face to be monitored until a solution can 
be found. 

“Today there is no way to deal wife 
waste safely. But in the future there 
might be. We cannot apply a wrong solu- 
tion just because we don’t have one,” 
Greenpeace Sweden spokesman Dima 
Litvinov told Reuters. 

If no site is accepted or if no munici- 
pality agrees to host the repository, fee 
existing intermediate storage facility wflj 
probably keep fee fuel for longer. 

The new repository would be about 
500 metres deep and the waste would be 
protected in steel covered wife copper 
and packed in clay. These canisters 
would be laid vertically into rode and 
then fee repository sealed. 

“Besides human intrusion, fee ground* 


water is the only way that contamination 
can readi the surface.” said ODe 
Zellman, head of a lab researching the 
repository. 

Scientists said the design in the copper, 
chosen because it corrodes slowly, will 
keep the canister intact for at least a mil- 
lion years, much longer than the 100,000 
years during which contamination from 
the canisters could be dangerous to 
humans. 

Ground-water would slowly fill the 
repository, but because there is no free 
oxygen in fee bedrock at this depth, the 
copper would not corrode. If some 
radioactivity did escape, fee bedrock 
would act as a filler. 

After the repositoiy is sealed, no sur- 
veillance or maintenance is needed, 
although local residents may demand it 

fri 1980, with the U.S. Three Mile 
Island nuclear accident fresh in mind. 
Swedes voted to close their plants. 

A deadline of 2010 was set, although 
critics say the plan is impractical and 
costly. But this decision will not solve the 
problem of what to do with the waste 
that has accumulated since fee reactors 
were switched on in 1972. 

The issue is sailed in Swedish courts 
as the operators of fee nuclear power 
plants demand compensation from the 
government for lost profits, but a deci- 
sion is expected in the coming weeks. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli fire wounds 9 Lebanese civilians 

NABATTYEH iRi — Five children and four civilian adults 
w ere wounded in tw o separate shelling incidents around Israels 
south Lebanon occupation zone on Sunday, security sources 
said. One source said one of the victims was a two-year-old. 
who was seriously injured wife three other children and four 
adults when a shell landed in the courtyard of a house in 
Habboush village, just north of the zone. Another source said a 
1 3-year-old was wounded by shelling on Arabsalim village in 
the same area. The incidents raised to 2b the number of civilians 
wounded in attacks on Lebanon bv Israel or its local militia 
proxy since the start of 1 999. One person has been killed during 
the period Earlier on Sunday, security sources said Israeli war- 
planes attacked suspected guerrilla positions in two different 
pans of south Lebanon. 

Fateh killing case reopened after demo 

R.AMALLAH i.AFP) — The Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) announced Sunday it would reopen the trial of two mil- 
itary intelligence agents accused of killing a Fateh activist who 
were acquitted by a military court the previous day. The turn- 
around came after about 1.000 supporters of Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat's mainstream Fateh movement protest- 
ed here Sunday against the acquittal of the two men. after a hear- 
ing held entirely behind closed doors. Fateh activists in 
Ramallah took to the streets on Sunday, burning tyres and dos- 
ing shops in the city centre to protest against the ruling, wit- 
nesses said The security services in the West Bank dedded to 
send the case back to the military anomey-general “in order to 
complete his inquiry” the official Voice of Palestine radio said 
following the demonstrations. 

‘Most Israelis support Palestinian state 9 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — A majority of Israelis 
believe the Palestinians’ drive for an independent state is not 
only unstoppable but a just demand according to an opinion 
poll published on Sunday. The "peace index" poll, conducted 
by Tel Aviv University's Tami Steinmetz Centre, found 69 per 
cent of Israeli Jews believed an independent Palestinian state 
was inevitable and 55 per cent believed the Palestinians deserve 
it. “There is a gradual erosion in Israeli fears of the Palestinian 
enemy." said poll director Professor Ephraim Ya’ar. Ya'ar said 
the poll, carried out in March, was fee first to show a majority 
of Israelis believed Palestinians had fee right to demand a state, 
as opposed to merely resigning themselves to a state arisinsr 
from Middle East peace talks. But the poll found a strona majo£ 
ity opposed compromising Israeli rule over Arab east Jerusalem. 

. which Palestinians want as the capital of a future state. Ya'ar said 
fee proportion of Israelis who thought Palestinians would 
destroy the Jewish state if they could fell below 50 per cent for 
the first time in four years of polling. 

Four SLA members desert 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Four deserter from the Israeli-allied South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) sneaked out of the Israeli-occupied zone 
ot southern Lebanon Sunday and handed themselves oveno fee 
Lehanese army, secunty sources said. The four, three Dm*, 
one Chnjian- all came from fee largely Draze villase of 
bhebaa. They were accompanied by their wives and children 
making a total of 12 people. They said thev had walked for p 
kilometres through hills and vallevs before thev reached a 
Lebtmese fflmy post outside fee zone. They bring to six fee 
number of SLA deserters in the past month, ail of them from the 
Druze-dominated eastern sector. 

Algerian opposition leader in hospital 

* mam secular opposition leader and 
presidential contender, Hoeine Ait Ahmad/isin hosniralSfe 
hear^tm a hospital offidal said on Sunday!^^ 
has been in ChevaDey Hospital [in AJjaerd 

*e official, who asked not to be named. Air Ah'JS- 
spokesman Djamel Zenati played eta™ te^iousn^rfSi! 
£* describing .as a -slight hean discomfo rt ."1^ ? s l S 
fee 7jv- Y earrold politician expected to recover wifein^^ d 
three days to resume his campaign for feeA^ 15 *°I 
pol Ait Ahmad, leader of fee main secular 

Forces Front (FFS), is one of seven hooefol^n 

President Liamine Zeroual. running to succeed 


Feeding displays 

toendforfet 

sharks 

SYDNEY s AFP) — Tourists 
vi*»itine Ocean work! in 
Syiir.-jv may no longer be 
able to" watch sharks being fed 
by scuba diver- after they 
were judged to be jnuwing 
too fat. One 

who recently resigned from 
Miinlv Oavir, world sad 
Sundav that the new owrarc 
of the attraction, Sydney 
Aquarium, decided fee twice 
daily feeding displays had no 
part in a serious aquarium. 
"The' 're wrong because they 
attracted a lot of prople and 
fee shows were the hcM way 
to educate people about 
sharks.” former diving man- 
ner Anthony Ruddy sakl 
The diver admitted some of 
fee sharks were obese. "They 
are all bigger than they would 
be in fee real world. hut they 
art: still healthy.” he said. 
After each 'how dr.eE, 
recorded the amount eaten by- 
fee sharks and :! a shark ate 
too much it would be starved 
for up to two days. “Its 
important to remember that if 
they get hungry in the tank 
they will start’ eating other 
fish." Ruddy said. 

Girl Scout cookie 
sales at U.S. 
missions banned 

WASHINGTON i.AFP) — In 
a move feai may be blasted as 
half-baked ’ the Slate 
Department has banned sales 
of Girt Scout cookies at U.S. 

embassies wiirldwide. a 

weekly magazine reported 
Sunday. "It was M'methmg 
about rules against fund-rais- 
ers on gov ernment property." 
U.S. New* and World Report 
quotes a I'.S. official is say- 
ing to explain the prohibition 
on sales of Thin Mints. Do-a- 
dos. Samoas and Trefoils. 

Don’t say it 
with flowers 

DHAKA tR> — Anyone 
wanting to say it wife flowers 
to Bangladesh's opposition 
leader Begum Khaleda Zu 
will have to think again. Her 
party has banned floral bou- 
quet gifts for security reasons, 
her party said on Sunday 
"The decision has been taken 
in fee wake of .sharply deteri- 
orating law and order in the 
country ." said Abdul Mannan 
Bhuiyan. secretary general of 
Khaleda's Btineladesh 
Nationalist Party. "This is a 
step to forestall any attempt 
on the life of our leader.” he 
said, adding that bouquets can 
contain explosives. "Anyone 
wanting to offer respect to her 
wife flowers will henceforth 
be allowed to hand a few 
flower sticks only, not a bou- 
quet." Bhuiyan told Reuters. 

Newts in space 

MOSCOW i.AFP) — Live 
newts were among supplies 
delivered Sunday to Russian 
and French astronauts aboard 
fee orbiting space station Mir. 
Interfax agenev said. 
Russians Viktor Afanassiev 
and Sergei Avdeyev and 
Frenchman Jean-Pfene 
Haignere will use the news 
for experiments, it reported 
from mission control in 
Baikonur in Kazakhstan. The 
crew will spend the next few 
days unloading liieL oxygen, 
scientific material and food 
from fee Progress M-41 cargo 
space vessel which docked at 
1 246 GMT Sunday. Haignere 
and Afanasiev have bean 
aboard the craft for 44 days 
w-fule Avdey ev has already 
sj>Jnt 234 days in space. 

Not grounded and 
not amused 

ATHENS tRi — Callers toa 
special info-iine for Greek 
earner Olympic Airways last 
week were told that the airline 
was not flying. The state* 
ow ned carrier — which fctf- 
had its problems with delays 
and strikes — was not 
amused. The company sakl in 
a statement it would file suit 
for damages against anyone 
found to have teen responsi- 
ble tor the incorrect message 
and demanded that 0TE, fee 
Greek state-owned telephone 
company, conduct an irepan* I 



